M.G.L. Chapter 53, Section 18B; information relating to questions on city, town or

district ballot; contents; written arguments by principal proponents and opponents public inspection

Section 18B. (a) As used in this section "governing body" shall mean, in a city, the city councit or board of
aldermen acting with the approval of the mayor subject to the charter of the city, in a town having a town
ceuncil, the town council, in every other town, the board of selectmen and in a district as provided in
sections 113 to 119, inclusive, of chapter 41, the prudential committee, if any, otherwise the commissioners
of the district.

(o) The governing body of a city, town or district which accepts this section in the manner provided in
section 4 of chapter 4 shall print information relating to each question that shatl appear on the city. town or
district ballot. The information shall include: (1) the full text of each question: (2) a fair and concise
summary of each question, including a 1 sentence statement describing the effect of a yes or no vote,
which shall be prepared by the city solicitor, town counsel or counsel for the city, town or district; and (3)
arguments for and against each question as provided in subsections (d) and (e). Not later than 7 days
before an election at which the question shall be submitted o the voters in a city, town or district, the

-—infermation-in-this-subsection shall be sent to each hatsehold wherein a person whose name appears on
the current voting list for the city, town or district resides.

-{c) Not later than the day following the date of the determination that a question shall appear on the ballot
in an election, the governing body shall provide written notification to the city soticitor or town or district
counsel and to the city oftown clerk.

(@) Net later than 7 days after the determination that a question.shall appear on the ballct, the city solicitor
or town or district counsel, as applicable, shall seek written arguments from the principal proponents and
oppenents of the question. For the purposes of this section, the principal proponents and cpponents of a
question shall be those persons determined by the solicitor or counsel to be best able to present the
arguments for and against the question. The solicitor or counsel shail provide not less than 7 days' written
notice to the opponents and proponents of the date on which the written arguments shall be received,
Proponents and opponents shall submit their arguments, which shall be riot more than 150 words, to the
solicitor or counsel, together with a copy thereof to the city or town clerk or, in a district, t6 the clerk of
each city and town within the district. The arguments and summary shall be submitted oy the solicitor or
counsel to the governing body at least 20 days before the election for distribution to voters in accordance
with subsection (b). A copy of the arguments and summary shall also be submitted by the solicitor or
counsel to the city, town or district clerk.

) In determining the principal proponents and cpponents of a ballot question, the solicitor or counsel
shall contact each ballot question committee, if any, as defined in section 1 of chapter 55. The principat
proponents or opponents of a ballot question may include officers of a ballot.question committee or
officers of a city, town or district office or committee inctuding, but not limited to, a finance committee or a
school committee. In addition, the principal proponents or opponents may include the first 10 signers cra
majority of the first 10 signers of a petition initiating the placement of such guestion on the ballot. The
solicitor or counsel shall determine, based on a review of arguments received, the person or group best
able te present arguments for and against a question. if no argument is received oy the solicitor or
counsel within the time specified by the solicitor or counsel, the solicitor or counsel shalil prepare an
argument and submit the argument to the governing body and to the city or town clerk or, in a district, to
the clerk of each city and town within the district within the time specified in subsection (d).

{fy Al arguments filed or prepared pursuant to this section and the information prepared pursuant to
subsection (b), shall be open to public inspection at the office of city or town clerk or, in a district, at the
office of the clerk of each city and town within the district. In addition, each city or town clerk shall make
such information available to the voters at all polling places within the city, town or district.




