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TO:		Select Board
FROM:	Katie King, Assistant Town Manager/Director of Operations 
CC:		Kate Fitzpatrick, Dave Davison
DATE:		September 14, 2021 
RE:		Outdoor Dining Policy 

The expansion of outdoor dining in Needham has been a silver lining amidst the COVID-19 pandemic that has garnered strong support from our businesses and residents. The Town has been discussing how to update our policy framework to provide an opportunity for this expansion to continue beyond our pandemic response. 

As you know, the Planning Board has proposed an amendment to Zoning Bylaw Section 6.9 - Outdoor Seating to be placed on the warrant for the October 25, 2021 Special Town Meeting. This amendment would give the Select Board discretion to approve the use of public parking spaces for outdoor dining and discretion to allow outdoor dining on public property before April 1 or after October 31.  

In conjunction with the zoning amendment, I recommend that the Select Board adopt its own policy to outline what is required of applicants and how the Board will review and approve applications for outdoor dining on public property. Enclosed you will find a draft Select Board Outdoor Dining Policy, application and applicant check list for your review, along with a presentation and the Board’s 2020 fee schedule to provide more context. 

I will present these materials at your September 14 meeting for discussion and recommend that you open a public comment period from then until your September 28 meeting to get additional input prior to a final vote. I am available if you have any questions. Thank you.    
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