
ARTICLE 7: AMEND ZONING BY-LAW – MINIMUM SIDE AND REAR LINE 
SETBACKS: ACCESSORY STRUCTURES

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Needham Zoning By-Law , Section 4.2, Dimensional 
Regulations in Rural Residence-Conservation, Single Residence  A, Single Residence B, General 
Residence , and Institutional Districts, Subsection 4.2.3, Minimum Side and Rear Line Setbacks: 
Accessory Structures, by revising the paragraph, so that the entire subsection shall now read as 
follows (new language underlined):

“4.2.3 Minimum Side and Rear Line Setbacks: Accessory Structures

No accessory building or structure, excepting fences, shall be constructed, altered or relocated so 
that any part thereof shall be less than ten (10) feet from any other building or structure or less 
than five (5) feet from the side or rear lines of the lot on which such building or structure is 
located.  Notwithstanding   the   foregoing   five   (5)   foot   setback   from   the   rear   or   side   lines   of   the   lot, 
any   accessory   building   or   structure   which   exceeds   15’   in   height   must   comply   with   the   underlying 
district’s   rear   and/or   side   setback   requirements .  Notwithstanding the foregoing, an accessory 
pergola need not comply with the requirements of the preceding sentence s  but said pergola must 
comply with all dimensional setback requirements from abutting properties and from streets and 
ways, and said pergola shall not be constructed or placed in a position where it would prevent the 
use of a designated fire lane or reduce access to any building. For purposes of this paragraph, 
“pergola” means an open frame structure consisting of colonnades or posts with a latticework 
roof designed to support climbing plants, either standing alone or attached to another building or 
structure. Notwithstanding the foregoing, an accessory building or structure associated with a 
pool use which is less than eleven (11) feet in height and has less than one-hundred (100) square 
feet of ground coverage need not comply with the foregoing ten (10) foot distance from any other 
building or structure requirement as said requirement pertains to the placement of the accessory 
building or structure from the edge of the pool, provided that such accessory building or structure 
is placed no less than eight (8) feet from the edge of the pool.”

Or take any other action relative thereto.

.


