
 SELECT BOARD Meeting Agenda 
5:45 p.m. June 28, 2022 

 

NEEDHAM TOWN HALL 
SELECT BOARD CHAMBERS & ZOOM 

 
Pursuant to Chapter 22 of the Acts of 2022, meetings of public bodies may be conducted 
virtually provided that adequate access is provided to the public. 
 
To listen and view this virtual meeting on a phone, computer, laptop, or tablet, 
download the “Zoom Cloud Meeting” app in any app store or at www.zoom.us. At the 
above date and time, click on “Join a Meeting” and enter the meeting or click the link 
below to join the webinar:  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86292653911?pwd=c3g5MENwUWlGMlhmWWRBSDc0b
Vgzdz09  
Passcode: 710279 
One tap mobile: +16465588656,,86292653911# 
Webinar ID: 862 9265 3911  

 
1. 5:45 Joint Meeting with Trustees of the Needham Free Public Library: 

Appointment of Trustee  

• Select Board 

• Trustees of the Needham Free Public Library  

2. 5:55 Recognition of Fire Chief Dennis Condon 

3. 6:00 Public Hearing: Grant of Location – 7 Starr Ridge 

• Joanne Callender, Eversource  

4. 6:00 Public Hearing: Grant of Location – 1607 Central Avenue 

• Joanne Callender, Eversource 

• Trip Pace, Contractor/Homeowner  

5. 6:00 Public Hearing: Alcohol License Hearing – New Garden Inc., d/b/a 
New Garden Restaurant  

• Raymond So, Manager 

• John Schlittler, Chief of Police 

6. 6:45 Public Hearing: Proposed Alcohol Regulations Changes – Breweries 

• Katie King, Assistant Town Manager/ Operations  

7.    7:00 Public Hearing: Dangerous Dog Hearing (continued from April 13, 
2022) 

• Diana Rasoul-Agha, Dog Owner 

8. 7:15 Town Engineer 

• Sign Order of Taking for Town Way (Form 3) for Hutter Ridge 
Road 

9. 7:20 Town Manager 

• Town Manager Report 

http://www.zoom.us/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86292653911?pwd=c3g5MENwUWlGMlhmWWRBSDc0bVgzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86292653911?pwd=c3g5MENwUWlGMlhmWWRBSDc0bVgzdz09


10. 7:25 Board Discussion 

• Committee Reports 

11. 7:30 Executive Session: Exception 2 and 3 

 
APPOINTMENTS 

1. Committee Reappointments See attached 

 
CONSENT AGENDA       *=Backup attached 

1. Accept the following donation made to the Needham Health Division, Gift of 
Warmth Program: $300 from the Christ Episcopal Church. 

2. Accept the following donation made to the Needham Community Revitalization 
Trust Fund: $1000 from the Petrini Corporation. 

3. Accept the following donations received by the Needham Public Library:  The 
Dedham Savings Bank donated $49.99 to buy a Kindle Fire as a prize for the 
Summer Reading Program, Ann MacFate donated $300 in honor of Irene 
MacFate, the Needham Community Council donated $300 for English language 
learner (ELL) books, and Anna Giraldo-Kerr donated a copy of His Name is 
George Floyd by Robert Samuels and Toluse Olorunnipa (est. value $20). 

4. In accordance with Section 20A (b) of the Town Charter, authorize the Town 
Manager to designate Katie King as Acting Town Manager for the period August 
12, 2022 through September 2, 2022 inclusive.   

5. In accordance with Section 20 C of the Town Charter, approve the Town 
Manager’s appointment of Thomas M. Conroy as Fire Chief. 

6.* Approve Round 2 Economic Development ARPA Grant awards contingent on any 
pending compliance with federal, state and local law and regulations.  

7.* Approve a Weekday Entertainment License for Needham Golf Club for remainder of 
2022. 

8.* The Town of Needham Select Board positively endorses the Minuteman Regional 
Vocational Technical School Committee to appropriate $500,000.00 from certified 
excess and deficiency to be transferred to the Capital Stabilization Fund.  This transfer 
will support Minuteman’s expansion capacity plans. This action will result in an 
amendment (increase) to the FY2022 Minuteman Regional Vocational Technical 
School District’s approved budget but will not change the assessment already 
established with the Town of Needham.  The Minuteman Regional Vocational 
Technical School Committee will not act on this appropriate unless it is positively 
endorsed by two-thirds of the member towns.  

9. Grant permission for the following residents to hold block parties: 

Name Address Party Location Party 

Date 

Party 

Rain Date 

Party 

Time 

Robert Petitt 80 Robinwood Ave. Robinwood Ave. 7/4/22 N/A 3pm-9pm 

 



 

Select Board 
TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  06/28/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item Joint Meeting with Trustees of the Needham Free Public 
Library: Appointment of Trustee 
 

Presenter(s) Select Board & Trustees of the Needham Free Public 
Library 

 
 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 
 
Marcus Nelson, Vice Chair of the Select Board attended a special meeting of the 
Trustees of the Needham Free Public Library on June 21, 2022 and interviewed 
several candidates for a current vacancy on the Board of Trustees.  Mr. Nelson 
and the Trustees recommend that Erhardt Graeff be appointed to serve the 
remainder of the term until the next Town Election. 
 
2. VOTE REQUIRED BY BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

 
  

Suggested Motion:  That the Select Board and Board of Trustees of the Needham 
Free Public Library vote to appoint Erhardt Graeff to the Trustees of the 
Needham Free Public Library until the next Town Election to be held on April 
11, 2023.  
 
3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED  

  
 

a. Letter dated March 16, 2022 from Theodora K. Eaton, Town Clerk 
b. Letter dated April 1, 2022 from Robert Petitt, Chair (outgoing), Trustees 
of the Needham Free Public Library 

 
 
 
 





BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OF THE

NEEDHAM FREE PUBLIC LIBRARY

April 1, 2022 

Select Board 
Town of Needham 
1471 Highland Avenue 
Needham, MA 02492 

Dear Members of the Select Board: 

As you have all heard by now, the Board of Trustees of the Needham Free Public Library (the 
“Board”) has a vacancy caused by the death of Richard C. Hardy in a bicycling accident  on 
March 8, 2022.  All of us on the Board are greatly saddened by Rick’s sudden passing, as he was 
a friend and colleague to many of us in the Library community.  His legacy of service for the 
betterment of our town and its institutions serves as an inspiration to us all. 

This letter constitutes formal notice of the foregoing vacancy by the remaining members of the 
Board pursuant to Chapter 41, Section 11, Subsection 81A of the Massachusetts General Laws.  
We look forward to working with the Select Board to fill this vacancy for a term lasting until the 
next Annual Town Election on April 11, 2023.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to Rob Petitt 
at (207) 939-3161 to start coordinating that process.   

Regards, 

Robert A. Petitt, Chair (outgoing) 

Kay Cahill, Vice Chair (incoming Chair starting April 13, 2022) 

Anna Giraldo-Kerr, Secretary 

Carol J. Thomas 

Jay M. Fialkov 

Thomas M. Harkins 



 
From The 

Town of Needham, Massachusetts 
Select Board 

Awarded to: 
 

Dennis X. Condon 

In recognition of 36 years of service to the 
Needham Fire Department, culminating in 8 
years as Fire Chief. Your legacy will be felt by 

members of the Department, Town, and 
residents for years to come. Congratulations on 

your retirement! 

Signed this 28th day of June, 2022 
  
 

__________________________ 
           Marianne Cooley, Chair 
 
         __________________________ 
            Marcus Nelson, Vice Chair 
 
         __________________________ 
            Kevin Keane, Clerk 
 
          __________________________ 
            Matthew Borrelli 
 
          __________________________ 
            Heidi Frail 

 

Certificate Of 

Appreciation 



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  6/28/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item Public Hearing: Eversource Grant of Location: 7 Starr 
Ridge 
 

Presenter(s) Joanne Callender, Eversource Representative  
 

 
1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 
 
Eversource Energy requests permission to install approximately 14 feet of 
conduit in Central Avenue.  This work is necessary to provide electric service to 
7 Starr Ridge, Needham, MA.   
 
The Department of Public Works has approved this petition, based on 
Eversource Energy’s commitment to adhere to the Town’s regulation that all 
conduit installed must be 3” schedule 40 minimum; and, that when buried, 
that conduit must be placed at 24” below grade to the top of the conduit.  
 
2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 

 
  

Suggested Motion: That the Select Board approve and sign a petition from 
Eversource Energy to install approximately 14 feet of conduit in Central 
Avenue. 
 
3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED  

  
 

a. DPW Petition Review 
b. Letter of Application 
c. Order 
d. Petition 
e. Petition Plan 
f. Photos of Site 
g. Notice Sent to Abutters 
h. List of Abutters 

 





tar

okay to proceed- tar 6/22/22



















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    NOTICE 
To the Record 
 
You are hereby notified that a public hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. on 
June 28, 2022, via Zoom and in person at Powers Hall, Town Hall, 1471 
Highland Avenue, Needham, MA 02492 upon petition of Eversource 
Energy dated June 15, 2022 to install approximately 14 feet of conduit in 
Central Ave.  This work is necessary to provide electric service to 7 Starr 
Ridge, Needham, MA.   
 
A public hearing is required, and abutters should be notified. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this petition, please contact Joanne 
Callender, Eversource Energy representative at (781) 314-5054. 

 
Marianne B. Cooley 
Marcus A. Nelson  
Kevin Keane  
Matthew D. Borrelli 
Heidi Frail 

 
 

SELECT BOARD 
 
 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86292653911?pwd=c3g5MENwUWlGMlhmW
WRBSDc0bVgzdz09  
Passcode: 710279 
Webinar ID: 862 9265 3911 
 
 
 
 
Dated: June 22, 2022  
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86292653911?pwd=c3g5MENwUWlGMlhmWWRBSDc0bVgzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86292653911?pwd=c3g5MENwUWlGMlhmWWRBSDc0bVgzdz09


 7 STARR RIDGE

PARCEL ID OWNER NAME 1 OWNER NAME 2 MAILING ADDRESS CITY ST ZIP

199/213.0-0002-0000.0 NEEDHAM MARSHFIELD PROPERTIES LLC P. O. BOX 920486 NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/212.0-0008-0000.0 FRASCOTTI, JOHN 77 BRIDLE TRAIL RD NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/215.0-0001-0000.0 O'CONNELL, ANDREW B. & O'CONNELL, JULIE L 7 STARR RIDGE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/307.0-0005-0000.0 SAVENOR, MARC 36 STARR RIDGE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/215.0-0002-0000.0 BARD, JENNIFER H 1607 CENTRAL AVE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/215.0-0039-0000.0 SULLIVAN, TIMOTHY W. & SULLIVAN, KATHRYN E 21 STARR RIDGE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/307.0-0003-0000.0 RIZZO, ROBERT J & RIZZO, LIVIA F 8 STARR RIDGE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/212.0-0007-0000.0 PENNINGTON, GEORGE F. & PENNINGTON, NUALA 1574 CENTRAL AVE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/213.0-0078-0000.0 HANIFIN, NOAH  P 1600 CENTRAL AVE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/307.0-0004-0000.0 SHULMAN, SETH A. & AMY E. TRS 18 STARR RIDGE RD NEEDHAM MA 02492-

Certified as list of parties in interest under Mass. General Laws and Needham Zoning By-Law, to the Best of our knowledge 

for the Needham Board of Assessors............................................



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  6/28/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item Public Hearing: Eversource Grant of Location: 1607  
Central Avenue 
 

Presenter(s) Joanne Callender, Eversource Representative  
 

 
1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 
 
Eversource Energy requests permission to install approximately 22 feet of 
conduit in Central Avenue.  This work is necessary to provide electric service to 
1607 Central Avenue, Needham, MA.   
 
The Department of Public Works has approved this petition, based on 
Eversource Energy’s commitment to adhere to the Town’s regulation that all 
conduit installed must be 3” schedule 40 minimum; and, that when buried, 
that conduit must be placed at 24” below grade to the top of the conduit.  
 
2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 

 
  

Suggested Motion: That the Select Board approve and sign a petition from 
Eversource Energy to install approximately 22 feet of conduit in Central 
Avenue. 
 
3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED  

  
 

a. DPW Petition Review 
b. Letter of Application 
c. Order 
d. Petition 
e. Petition Plan 
f. Photos of Site 
g. Notice Sent to Abutters 
h. List of Abutters 

 



Okay to proceed, property owner is 
available to attend meeting -tar 6/22/22

tar





















 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

    NOTICE 
To the Record 
 
You are hereby notified that a public hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. on 
June 28, 2022, via Zoom and in person at Powers Hall, Town Hall, 1471 
Highland Avenue, Needham, MA 02492 upon petition of Eversource 
Energy dated June 14, 2022, to install approximately 22 feet of conduit in 
Central Ave.  This work is necessary to provide electric service to 1607 
Central Avenue, Needham, MA.   
 
A public hearing is required, and abutters should be notified. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this petition, please contact Joanne 
Callender, Eversource Energy representative at (781) 314-5054. 

 
Marianne B. Cooley 
Marcus A. Nelson  
Kevin Keane  
Matthew D. Borrelli 
Heidi Frail 

 
 

SELECT BOARD 
 
 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86292653911?pwd=c3g5MENwUWlGMlhmW
WRBSDc0bVgzdz09  
Passcode: 710279 
Webinar ID: 862 9265 3911 
 
 
 
 
Dated: June 22, 2022  
 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86292653911?pwd=c3g5MENwUWlGMlhmWWRBSDc0bVgzdz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86292653911?pwd=c3g5MENwUWlGMlhmWWRBSDc0bVgzdz09


 1607 CENTRAL AVENUE 

PARCEL ID OWNER NAME 1 OWNER NAME 2 MAILING ADDRESS CITY ST ZIP

199/213.0-0002-0000.0 NEEDHAM MARSHFIELD PROPERTIES LLC P. O. BOX 920486 NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/212.0-0008-0000.0 FRASCOTTI, JOHN 77 BRIDLE TRAIL RD NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/215.0-0001-0000.0 O'CONNELL, ANDREW B. & O'CONNELL, JULIE L 7 STARR RIDGE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/213.0-0003-0000.0 FENTON, COLIN P. & FENTON, AUDREY M 17 CARLTON DR. NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/215.0-0002-0000.0 BARD, JENNIFER H 1607 CENTRAL AVE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/215.0-0039-0000.0 SULLIVAN, TIMOTHY W. & SULLIVAN, KATHRYN E 21 STARR RIDGE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/213.0-0078-0000.0 HANIFIN, NOAH  P 1600 CENTRAL AVE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/215.0-0003-0000.0 SCHARF, STEPHEN & SCHARF, TAMARA 7 PINE ST NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/213.0-0002-0000.0 NEEDHAM MARSHFIELD PROPERTIES LLC P. O. BOX 920486 NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/212.0-0008-0000.0 FRASCOTTI, JOHN 77 BRIDLE TRAIL RD NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/215.0-0001-0000.0 O'CONNELL, ANDREW B. & O'CONNELL, JULIE L 7 STARR RIDGE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/213.0-0003-0000.0 FENTON, COLIN P. & FENTON, AUDREY M 17 CARLTON DR. NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/215.0-0002-0000.0 BARD, JENNIFER H 1607 CENTRAL AVE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/215.0-0039-0000.0 SULLIVAN, TIMOTHY W. & SULLIVAN, KATHRYN E 21 STARR RIDGE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/213.0-0078-0000.0 HANIFIN, NOAH  P 1600 CENTRAL AVE NEEDHAM MA 02492-

199/215.0-0003-0000.0 SCHARF, STEPHEN & SCHARF, TAMARA 7 PINE ST NEEDHAM MA 02492-

Certified as list of parties in interest under Mass. General Laws and Needham Zoning By-Law, to the Best of our knowledge 

for the Needham Board of Assessors............................................



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  6/28/2022 

 

Agenda Item Public Hearing: Alcohol License Hearing – New Garden 
Inc., d/b/a New Garden Restaurant 
 

Presenter(s)  Raymond So, Manager 
 John Schlittler, Chief of Police 

 
 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
The Select Board, as the local licensing authority, will hold a public hearing in 
accordance with the provisions of M.G.L. c. 138 Sections 12, 34, 64, and 67 and 
Town of Needham Alcohol Regulations.  The purpose of the hearing will be to 
consider the modification, suspension, revocation, or cancellation of the Section 
12 Restaurant All Alcohol License for New Garden Inc., d/b/a New Garden 
Restaurant. Representatives of the Police Department will be present to provide 
evidence.   

 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

  
a. Move that the Select Board ______ [finds OR does not find] sufficient 

evidence that, on April 1, 2022, New Garden Inc., d/b/a New Garden 
Restaurant violated 204 CMR 2.05(2) permitting an illegality on the 
licensed premises, to wit: Chapter 138, Section 34, sale or delivery of an 
alcoholic beverage to a person under twenty-one years of age; (should such 
evidence be found) and 
 

b. Move that the Select Board suspend New Garden Inc., d/b/a New Garden 
Restaurant’s Section 12 Restaurant All Alcoholic Liquor License for a period 
of ________ days to be served ________ [immediately and 
consecutively OR consecutively on set dates in the future to be provided to 
the Board in writing]; and 

 
c. Move that the Select Board authorize the Town Manager to draft and send 

notice of the Select Board’s decision to the Licensee and to the Alcoholic 
Beverages Control Commission. 

 
 
 



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED  
  

a. Violation Notice 
b. Five-Year Lookback Summary of Compliance Check Violations by New 

Garden Inc., d/b/a New Garden Restaurant and Penalties Imposed 
c. M.G.L. Chapter 138 Sections 12, 34, 64, and 67 
d. Town of Needham Alcohol Regulations 

 

 
 





Name Section Type Address Penalty

New Garden Inc., d/b/a New Garden Restaurant Section 12 All Alcoholic 40 Chestnut Place 6-4-2019 (T) Warning

New Garden Inc., d/b/a New Garden Restaurant Section 12 All Alcoholic 40 Chestnut Place

12/1/2021 (T) one-day 
suspension served on Tues 
2/28/22

New Garden Inc., d/b/a New Garden Restaurant Section 12 All Alcoholic 40 Chestnut Place 4/6/2022 - TBD



3/2/22, 12:58 PM General Law - Part I, Title XX, Chapter 138, Section 12

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXX/Chapter138/Section12 1/10

Part I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

Title XX PUBLIC SAFETY AND GOOD ORDER

Chapter 138 ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS

Section 12 LICENSES AUTHORIZING SALE OF BEVERAGES TO BE
DRUNK ON PREMISES; VETERANS' ORGANIZATIONS,
CORPORATIONS, ETC.; SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION;
HOURS OF SALE; LIQUEURS AND CORDIALS; LIQUOR LEGAL
LIABILITY INSURANCE REQUIREMENT

Section 12. A common victualler duly licensed under chapter one
hundred and forty to conduct a restaurant, an innholder duly licensed
under said chapter to conduct a hotel, a pub brewer, a continuing care
retirement community and a keeper of a tavern as defined by this chapter,
in any city or town wherein the granting of licenses under this section to
sell all alcoholic beverages or only wines and malt beverages, as the case
may be, is authorized by this chapter, subject however, in the case of a
tavern, to the provisions of section eleven A, may be licensed by the local
licensing authorities, subject to the prior approval of the commission, to
sell to travelers, strangers and other patrons and customers not under
twenty-one years of age, such beverages to be served and drunk, in case
of a hotel or restaurant or continuing care retirement community licensee,
only in the dining room or dining rooms and in such other public rooms
or areas of a hotel as the local licensing authorities may deem reasonable



3/2/22, 12:58 PM General Law - Part I, Title XX, Chapter 138, Section 12

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXX/Chapter138/Section12 2/10

and proper, and approve in writing; and provided further, that the
limitations relative to service and consumption in a restaurant or hotel or
continuing care retirement community only in the dining rooms and such
other public rooms or areas deemed reasonable and proper by the local
licensing authority shall not be deemed to preclude the restaurant or hotel
from allowing a patron to retain and take off the premises only so much
as may remain of a bottled wine purchased by the patron in conjunction
with a meal and not totally consumed by the patron during such meal;
provided further, that the limitations relative to service and consumption
in a tavern, club or war veterans' organization licensed pursuant to this
section shall not be deemed to preclude the tavern, club or war veterans'
organization from allowing a patron, member or guest, as the case may
be, to retain and take off the premises only so much as may remain of a
bottled wine purchased by the patron, member or guest in conjunction
with a meal and not totally consumed by the patron, member or guest
during such meal; provided further, that all such wine bottles shall be
resealed in accordance with regulations promulgated by the commission
and transported in a manner authorized in section 24I of chapter 90 when
carried in a motor vehicle, as defined in section 1 of said chapter 90;
provided, that no tavern license shall be granted to the holder of a hotel
license hereunder. Such sales may also be made, by an innholder licensed
hereunder, to registered guests occupying private rooms in his hotel, and
in the dining room or dining rooms and in such other public rooms or
areas of buildings on the same premises as the hotel and operated as
appurtenant and contiguous to and in conjunction with such hotel, and to
registered guests occupying private rooms in such buildings and in the
case of condominium accommodations that are located appurtenant and
contiguous to and also upon the same premises as a hotel, sales may be



3/2/22, 12:58 PM General Law - Part I, Title XX, Chapter 138, Section 12

https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleXX/Chapter138/Section12 3/10

made by the hotel licensee as the local licensing authorities may deem
reasonable and proper, and approve in writing. Such sales may also be
made by a continuing care retirement community licensed hereunder, to
residents or guests of residents in rooms in a continuing care retirement
community, and in the dining rooms and in such other public rooms or
areas of buildings on the same premises as the continuing care retirement
community and operated as appurtenant and contiguous to and in
conjunction with such continuing care retirement community, and to
guests of residents in such buildings; provided, however, that such sales
may be made by the continuing care retirement community licensee as
the local licensing authorities may deem reasonable and proper and
approve in writing. Such sales may be made by a restaurant licensee at
such stands or locations in a sports arena, stadium, ball park, race track,
auditorium or in any one building at an airport as the local licensing
authority may deem reasonable and proper, and approve in writing. A
local licensing authority may grant a license for the sale of all alcoholic
beverages or a license for the sale of wines and malt beverages at any
location on the grounds of a golf course as it deems reasonable and
proper. Upon an application for a restaurant license, the local licensing
authorities may in their discretion grant such a license authorizing the
sale of alcoholic beverages on all days of the week or one authorizing
such sale on secular days only, and the decision of such authorities as to
which of the two types may be granted upon any particular application
shall be final. During such time as the sale of such alcoholic beverages is
authorized in any city or town under this chapter, the authority to grant
innholders' and common victuallers' licenses therein under chapter one
hundred and forty shall be vested in the local licensing authorities;
provided, that if a person applies for the renewal of both a common



3/2/22, 12:58 PM General Law - Part I, Title XX, Chapter 138, Section 12
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victualler's license or an innholder's license under said chapter one
hundred and forty and a hotel or a restaurant license, as the case may be,
under this section and the local licensing authorities refuse to grant said
common victualler's or innholder's license or fail to act on the
applications therefor within a period of thirty days, such applicant may
appeal therefrom to the commission in the same manner as provided in
section sixty-seven and all the provisions of said section relative to
licenses authorized to be issued by local licensing authorities under this
chapter shall apply in the case of such common victualler's license or
innholder's license.

If a license granted under this section to a person holding a license as an
innholder or common victualler is suspended or revoked for any
particular cause, no action shall be taken on account thereof by such
authorities with respect to such innholder's or common victualler's license
prior to the expiration of the period provided for an appeal under section
sixty-seven in case no such appeal is taken, or prior to the disposition of
any such appeal so taken, nor thereafter, except for further cause, in case
such disposition is in favor of the appellant. Any club in any city or town
wherein the granting of licenses to sell alcoholic beverages, or only wines
and malt beverages, as the case may be, is authorized under this chapter
may be licensed by the local licensing authorities, subject to the approval
of the commission, to sell such beverages to its members only, and also,
subject to regulations made by the local licensing authorities, to guests
introduced by members, and to no others. A member of a club licensed
under this section may bring wine to be consumed on the premises with a
meal purchased at the club, unless the club objects, which it may do at its
sole discretion. At all times the club shall control the handling, serving
and dispensing of wine in accordance with this chapter and may refuse to



3/2/22, 12:58 PM General Law - Part I, Title XX, Chapter 138, Section 12
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pour wine for any patron for any reason or for no reason, regardless of
whether bottles are opened or unopened. Unopened bottles shall be
returned to the patron who shall remove such bottles from the premises at
the conclusion of the event, and open bottles shall be returned and
resealed in accordance with regulations promulgated by the commission
and transported in a manner authorized by section 24I of chapter 90 when
carried in a motor vehicle, as defined in section 1 of said chapter 90. The
club shall set and charge a reasonable corkage fee, which shall be added
to the member's meal expense. Such fee shall be set at not less than $30
and shall be applied to each bottle of wine that is opened.

The local licensing authorities of any city or town wherein the granting of
licenses under this section to sell all alcoholic beverages or only wines
and malt beverages, as the case may be, is authorized by this chapter,
may, subject to the approval of the commission and irrespective of any
limitation of number of licenses contained in section seventeen, issue a
license to any corporation the members of which are war veterans and
which owns, hires or leases in such city or town a building, or space in a
building, for the use and accommodation of a post of any war veterans'
organization incorporated by the Congress of the United States, to sell
such beverages to the members of such post only, and also, subject to
regulations made by the local licensing authorities, to guests introduced
by such members and to no others.

The local licensing authorities may determine in the first instance, when
originally issuing and upon each annual renewal of licenses under this
section, the amount of the license fee, for a tavern license or for any other
license under this section for the sale of all alcoholic beverages, or for
any other license under this section for the sale of wines and malt
beverages, and provided that nothing herein shall prevent such authorities
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from establishing license fees differing in amounts within the limitations
aforesaid for restaurant licenses authorizing such sale on secular days
only. If different license fees are so established the fee for licenses
authorizing the sale of alcoholic beverages on all days of the week shall
not be more than twenty-five per cent higher than the fee for licensing
such sale on secular days only. Before issuing a license to any applicant
herefor under this section, or before a renewal of such license, the local
licensing authority shall cause an examination to be made of the premises
of the applicant to determine that such premises comply in all respects
with the appropriate definition of section one and that the applicant is not
less than twenty-one years of age and a person of good character in the
city or town in which he seeks a license hereunder. No license shall be
issued to any applicant who has been convicted of a violation of a federal
or state narcotic drugs law.

The local licensing authorities may accept the surrender of a license
issued under this section and may issue in place thereof to the same
licensee any other form of license authorized under this section, and may
allow as a credit on the fee for the new license the license fee paid for the
license surrendered but no refund shall be authorized. Different licenses
issued as aforesaid for any portion of the same license year to the same
licensee shall count as one license for the purposes of section seventeen.

The hours during which sales of such alcoholic beverages may be made
by any licensee as aforesaid shall be fixed by the local licensing
authorities either generally or specially for each licensee; provided,
however, that no such sale shall be made on any secular day between the
hours of two and eight o'clock antemeridian and that, except as provided
in section thirty-three, no such licensee shall be barred from making such
sales on any such day after eleven o'clock antemeridian and before eleven
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o'clock postmeridian, and no tavern shall be kept open on any such day
between one o'clock antemeridian and eight o'clock antemeridian;
provided, further, that any such licensee or his manager shall not be
prohibited from being on the licensed premises at any time; provided,
further, that the employees, contractors or subcontractors shall not be
prohibited from being upon such premises at any time for the purpose of
cleaning, making renovations, making emergency repairs to or providing
security for, such premises or preparing food for the day's business or
opening or closing the business in an orderly manner. The licensing
authority shall not decrease the hours during which sales of such alcohol
beverages may be made by a licensee until after a public hearing
concerning the public need for such decrease; provided, however, that a
licensee affected by any such change shall be given 2 weeks notice of the
public hearing.

No license issued under this section shall be subject to any condition or
requirement varying the occupancy of the licensed premises as certified
by any person or state or local agency charged with the administration or
enforcement of the state building code or any of its rules or regulations.

No person, firm, corporation, association or other combination of
persons, directly or indirectly, or through any agent, employee,
stockholder, officer or other person, or any subsidiary whatsoever,
licensed under the provisions of sections eighteen or nineteen shall be
granted a license under this section.

In cities and towns which vote to authorize under section eleven the
granting of licenses for the sale of all alcoholic beverages, specific
licenses may nevertheless be granted under this section for the sale of
wines or malt beverages only, or both. The licensing authorities may
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refuse to grant licenses under this section in certain geographical areas of
their respective cities or towns, where the character of the neighborhood
may warrant such refusal.

All malt beverages sold by a licensee under this section containing not
more than three and two tenths per cent of alcohol by weight shall be
expressly sold as such.

No malt beverage shall be sold on draught from a tap, faucet or other
draughting device, unless there shall plainly appear on or attached to such
device, in legible letters, the brand or trade name of the malt beverage so
sold therefrom.

In any city or town wherein the granting of licenses under this section to
sell alcoholic beverages or wines and malt beverages is authorized, a
person may be granted a general on-premise license by the local licensing
authorities, subject to the prior approval of the commission, authorizing
him to sell alcoholic beverages without food to patrons and customers
subject to all other relevant provisions of this chapter, provided that such
beverages shall be sold and drunk in such rooms as the licensing
authorities may approve in writing. The annual license fee for such
general on-premise license shall be determined by the local licensing
authority. For the purposes of section eleven an affirmative vote on
subdivision A or B shall be considered an authorization for the granting
of general on-premise licenses in a city or town.

A common victualler who holds a license pursuant to this section may
provide on premises sample wine or malt beverage tasting; provided
however, that such licensee shall not solicit orders for wine or malt for
off premises consumption; and provided further, that any such wine
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tasting shall be limited to one ounce per serving and any such malt
beverage tasting shall be limited to two ounces per serving and food shall
be served in conjunction with any such wine or malt beverage tasting.

In any city or town which votes to accept the provisions of this
paragraph, a common victualler, who holds a license under this section to
sell wines and malt beverages may, upon written approval, also sell
liqueurs and cordials pursuant to said license, subject, however, to all
other licensing provisions of this chapter.

A common victualler who holds a license for the sale of all alcoholic
beverages or holds a license for the sale of wines and malt beverages and
who also holds pursuant to this section written approval to sell liqueurs
and cordials pursuant to his license may provide on-premises sample
liqueurs and cordials tasting; provided however, that a licensee shall not
solicit orders for liqueurs and cordials for off-premises consumption; and
provided, further, that any such liqueurs and cordials tasting shall be
limited to 1/4 of an ounce per serving and food shall be served in
conjunction with any liqueurs and cordials tasting.

A common victualler who holds a license for the sale of all alcoholic
beverages may provide on premises sample alcoholic beverages tasting;
provided, however, that a licensee shall not solicit orders for alcoholic
beverages for off–premises consumption; and provided further, that any
tasting of alcoholic beverages, other than wines and malt beverages, shall
be limited to 1/4 of an ounce per serving and food shall be served in
conjunction with any alcoholic beverages tasting.

No license shall be issued or renewed under this section until the
applicant or licensee provides proof of coverage under a liquor legal
liability insurance policy for bodily injury or death for a minimum
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amount of $250,000 on account of injury to or death of 1 person, and
$500,000 on account of any 1 accident resulting in injury to or death of
more than 1 person. Proof of the insurance coverage required by this
section shall be made by filing a certificate of insurance in a form
acceptable to the local licensing authority. The insurance shall be subject
to sections 5 and 6 of chapter 175A of the General Laws.
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Part I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

Title XX PUBLIC SAFETY AND GOOD ORDER

Chapter 138 ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS

Section 34 SALE, DELIVERY OR FURNISHING ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES
TO PERSONS UNDER TWENTY-ONE YEARS OF AGE;
EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONS UNDER EIGHTEEN YEARS OF
AGE

Section 34. No person shall receive a license or permit under this chapter
who is under 21 years of age. Whoever makes a sale or delivery of any
alcoholic beverage or alcohol to any person under 21 years of age, either
for his own use or for the use of his parent or any other person, or
whoever, being a patron of an establishment licensed under section 12 or
15, delivers or procures to be delivered in any public room or area of
such establishment if licensed under section 12, 15, 19B, 19C or 19D or
in any area of such establishment if licensed under said section 15, 19B,
19C or 19D any such beverages or alcohol to or for use by a person who
he knows or has reason to believe is under 21 years of age or whoever
procures any such beverage or alcohol for a person under 21 years of age
in any establishment licensed under section 12 or procures any such
beverage or alcohol for a person under 21 years of age who is not his
child, ward or spouse in any establishment licensed under said section 15,
19B, 19C or 19D or whoever furnishes any such beverage or alcohol for
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a person under 21 years of age shall be punished by a fine of not more
than $2,000 or by imprisonment for not more than one year or both. For
the purpose of this section the word ''furnish'' shall mean to knowingly or
intentionally supply, give, or provide to or allow a person under 21 years
of age except for the children and grandchildren of the person being
charged to possess alcoholic beverages on premises or property owned or
controlled by the person charged. Nothing in this section shall be
construed to prohibit any person licensed under this chapter from
employing any person 18 years of age or older for the direct handling or
selling of alcoholic beverages or alcohol.

Notwithstanding the provisions of clause (14) of section 62 of chapter
149, a licensee under this chapter may employ a person under the age of
18 who does not directly handle, sell, mix or serve alcohol or alcoholic
beverages.
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Part I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

Title XX PUBLIC SAFETY AND GOOD ORDER

Chapter 138 ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS

Section 64 SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OF LICENSE; HEARING;
NOTICE; DISQUALIFICATION; SURRENDER OF LICENSE;
REFUNDS

Section 64. The licensing authorities after notice to the licensee and
reasonable opportunity for him to be heard by them, may modify,
suspend, revoke or cancel his license upon satisfactory proof that he has
violated or permitted a violation of any condition thereof, or any law of
the commonwealth. If at any hearing a licensee is charged with serving or
selling alcohol or alcoholic beverages to a person under twenty-one years
of age, written notice of said allegations shall be sent by the licensing
authorities to the parent or guardian of such person. If the license is
revoked, the licensee shall be disqualified to receive a license for one
year after the expiration of the term of the license so revoked, and if he is
the owner of the premises described in such revoked license, no license
shall be issued to be exercised on said premises for the residue of the
term thereof.
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If it appears to the commission that a license has been issued under this
chapter by the local licensing authorities in excess of the quota prescribed
by section seventeen or in violation of section sixteen A or any other
provision of this chapter, the commission shall, after notice to said
authorities and to the holder of such license and after reasonable
opportunity for them to be heard by it, revoke such license, whereupon
such license shall be surrendered to said authorities, and the decision of
the commission shall be final and conclusive. The holder of a license so
revoked shall not be subject to prosecution for any sales theretofore made
by him under such license on the ground that such license was illegally
issued. The city or town whose licensing authorities issued any license so
revoked shall forthwith refund to the holder thereof the entire fee paid
therefor and authority is hereby granted to such city or town to pay the
same out of any funds available.
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Part I ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

Title XX PUBLIC SAFETY AND GOOD ORDER

Chapter 138 ALCOHOLIC LIQUORS

Section 67 APPEALS ON REFUSAL TO GRANT OR REVOCATION OF
LICENSE; HEARING; NOTICE OF APPROVAL; REVOCATION
BY COMMISSION; REAPPEAL

Section 67. Any applicant for a license who is aggrieved by the action of
the local licensing authorities in refusing to grant the same, or by their
failure to act within the period of thirty days limited by section sixteen B,
or any person who is aggrieved by the action of such authorities in
modifying, suspending, cancelling, revoking or declaring forfeited the
same, may appeal therefrom to the commission within five days
following notice of such action or following the expiration of said period,
upon petition in writing, setting forth all the material facts in the case.

The commission shall hold a hearing upon each such appeal, requiring
due notice to be given to all interested parties. The decision of the
commission shall be made not later than thirty days after the completion
of the hearing.

If the commission approves the action of the local licensing authorities it
shall issue notice to them to that effect, but if the commission
disapproves of their action it shall issue a decision in writing advising
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said local authorities of the reasons why it does not approve, and shall
then remand the matter to the said local authorities for further action. The
commission shall not in any event order a license to be issued to any
applicant except after said applicant's application for license has first
been granted by the local authorities.

Pending a decision on the appeal, the action of the local licensing
authorities shall have the same force and effect as if the appeal had not
been taken. Upon the petition of twenty-five persons who are taxpayers
of the city or town in which a license has been granted by such
authorities, or who are registered voters in the voting precinct or district
wherein the licensed premises are situated, the commission shall, or upon
its own initiative the commission may, investigate the granting of such a
license or the conduct of the business being done thereunder, and shall,
after a hearing, modify, suspend, revoke or cancel such license if, in its
opinion, circumstances warrant.

If the local licensing authorities fail to suspend, revoke, cancel or declare
forfeited a license or to perform any other disciplinary act when lawfully
ordered so to do by the commission upon appeal or otherwise, within
such reasonable time as it may prescribe, the commission may itself
revoke such license or perform such act, with the same force and effect as
if issued or performed by the local licensing authorities, but no license
shall be issued by the commission except in ratification of a prior
issuance to the same party by the local authorities.

In any case in which the commission finds during said hearing that the
licensee pursuant to section 12 has served or sold alcohol or alcoholic
beverages to either a person under 21 years of age in violation of section
64 or to an intoxicated person in violation of section 69 within the 24
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months immediately preceding the date of the alleged violation which is
the subject of the hearing, said commission may, in addition to any other
sanctions or conditions it may impose, require as a condition precedent to
any modification, reinstatement or renewal of said license thereafter that
the licensee provide a certificate of insurance for liquor liability of the
licensee to a limit of not less than $100,000 to any one person and
$200,000 to all persons; provided, however, that if the licensee is
required to obtain insurance coverage under said section 12, then the
licensing authority may increase the limits set by said section 12. In any
other case in which the commission may act pursuant to this section, it
may increase, but not decrease, the limits of liquor liability insurance, if
any, required by the local licensing authorities as a condition precedent to
the modification, reinstatement or renewal of a license.

After receipt by the local licensing authorities of a decision from the
commission as set forth in the third paragraph hereof, any applicant for
renewal of a license or any licensee who is aggrieved by the action of the
local licensing authorities modifying, cancelling, revoking or declaring
forfeited a license or failing to issue a license, which would in effect
renew for one year a license held during the previous year by the
applicant may, if the said local licensing authority fails within five days
after receipt of said decision to take the action recommended therein,
again appeal to the commission, upon petition in writing setting forth all
the material facts in the case. In the event of such reappeal, the
commission shall hold a hearing on such reappeal, requiring due notice to
be given to all interested parties. If the commission, on such reappeal
approves the action of the local licensing authorities, it shall issue notice
to them to that effect, but if the commission disapproves their action, it
shall issue a decision in writing advising said local authorities of the
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reasons why it does not approve. This decision of the commission on
reappeal shall be final; provided, that in no event shall the commission
order the local licensing authorities to issue any licenses to an applicant
not a party to the appeal. If the local licensing authorities fail to issue a
license which would have the effect of renewing for one year a license
held by the applicant during the previous year, subject to the limitation
set forth herein, or to perform any other act when lawfully ordered so to
do by the commission upon reappeal, within such time as it may
prescribe, the commission may itself, after such reappeal, issue such
license to a party to the appeal or perform such act, with the same force
and effect as if issued or performed by the local licensing authorities.

Hearings by the commission on appeals as required by the provisions of
this section may be held in the discretion of the commission when
required by public convenience or shall be held upon written request of
twenty-five persons who are taxpayers of the city or town in which the
license is intended to be exercised, in the nearest of the following cities
or towns to the city or town in which the license is intended to be
exercised:—Pittsfield, Greenfield, Springfield, Worcester, Fitchburg,
Boston, Barnstable, New Bedford, Brockton, Lowell or Salem.

Upon the receipt of such appeal the commission shall forthwith notify the
local licensing authorities thereof by mailing registered mail and said
request shall be made within ten days of such mailing.
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The Needham Select Board, acting as local licensing authority pursuant to the provisions of 

Massachusetts General Laws Chapters 138 and 140 and other relevant legal authority, 

promulgates these regulations applicable to the sale and distribution of alcoholic beverages in the 

Town of Needham. These regulations are in addition and supplemental to all other legal 

requirements, including but not limited to applicable State and Federal law and regulations. 
 

I.    TYPES OF LICENSES TO BE GRANTED IN NEEDHAM 
 

The Town of Needham issues the types of alcoholic beverages licenses listed below.  All 

licenses shall comply with Chapter 138 of the Massachusetts General Laws, and Chapter 204 

of the Code of Massachusetts Regulations, as they relate to the specific type of license. 
 

1.1 Innholders All Alcoholic Beverages: issued to qualified applicants to sell all 

alcoholic beverages in a hotel dining area with a seating capacity of not less than 

ninety-nine (99) persons and a living capacity of not less than fifty (50) rooms, 

under the applicable regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of 

Needham Rules & Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any 

and all conditions stipulated for the specific license. The Service of alcoholic 

beverages to the room of any registered guest is prohibited unless otherwise 

authorized by the Select Board.  (M.G.L. c.138, s.11, D; 11/7/72 election) 
 

1.2 Restaurant All Alcoholic Beverages: issued to qualified applicants to sell all 

alcoholic beverages in a restaurant and/or function room under the applicable 

regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham Rules & 

Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any and all conditions 

stipulated for the specific license. (M.G.L. c.138, s.11, E; 11/4/80 election; M.G.L. 

c.138, s.12; Chapter 32 of the Acts of 2014; 4/8/2014 election)  
 

1.3 Restaurant Wine and Malt Beverages:  issued to qualified applicants to sell only 

wine and malt beverages in a restaurant under the applicable regulations of 

Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham Rules & Regulations 

Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any and all conditions stipulated 

for the specific license.  (M.G.L. c.138, s.12; Chapter 169 of the Acts of 2001; 

11/8/01 election)  
 

1.4      Club and Veterans’ Organization All Alcoholic Beverages:  issued to qualified 

applicant Clubs existing under Chapter 180 of Massachusetts General Laws and 

Veterans’ Organizations duly chartered or authorized by the Laws of the United 

States or the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to sell all alcoholic beverages under 

the applicable regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham 

Rules & Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any and all 

conditions stipulated for the specific license. (M.G.L. c.138, s.12; 11/8/88 election) 
 

1.5 One Day Special Event:  issued to qualified applicants of non-profit status to sell all 

alcoholic beverages; or to sell wine and malt beverages only; or to qualified 

applicants of for profit status to sell wine and malt beverages only under the 

applicable regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham Rules 

& Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any and all 

conditions stipulated for the specific license.  (M.G.L. c.138, s.14) 

 



 

 

  

1.6 Package Store All Alcoholic Beverages: issued to qualified applicants to sell all 

alcoholic beverages in packages not to be consumed on the premises under the 

applicable regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham Rules 

& Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any and all 

conditions stipulated for the specific license.  (Chapter 207 of the Acts of 2012; 

Approved 11/6/2012 election) 

 

1.7 Package Store Wine and Malt Beverages:  issued to qualified applicants to sell wine 

and malt beverages in packages not to be consumed on the premises under the 

applicable regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham Rules 

& Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages and any and all 

conditions stipulated for the specific license.   (Chapter 207 of the Acts of 2012; 

Approved 11/6/2012 election) 

 

II.  COMPLIANCE   

 

2.1  The issuance of a license by the Select Board for the sale of alcoholic beverages 

under M.G.L. c. 138 applies only to said sales and does not release the licensee from 

compliance, nor does it assume compliance with the rules, regulations, requirements 

and procedures of other government boards, agencies or bodies having jurisdiction. 

 

2.2   Failure to comply with these regulations, the laws of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts, the Regulations of the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission or 

the Town’s bylaws may result in the revocation, suspension or   cancellation of the 

license.   

 

III. SPECIAL LICENSE PROVISIONS (applicable to Restaurants only) 

 

3.1  Bar Service The sale or service of alcoholic beverages for consumption at any 

unapproved Bar Service Area is prohibited. For the purposes of these regulations, 

Bar Service Area is defined as service across a counter at which alcoholic drinks are 

prepared to patrons who may or may not be waiting to dine.  Bar Service Areas are 

permitted only in locations expressly approved and authorized by the Select Board.  

Such authorization may be granted under the following conditions: 

  

a) The Board makes a finding that it is in the best interest of the Town to allow the 

service of alcoholic beverages in the Bar Service areas; 

b) No more than a total of  fifteen (15) seats or twenty percent (20%) of the total 

seats in the premises, whichever is less, shall be allowed in the Bar Service 

area(s), except that the Board may after hearing, with notice pursuant to M.G.L. 

Chapter 138 section15A, authorize a greater number where such seats are 

intended for food service customers as part of the licensee’s business plan; 

c) The seats in the Bar Service areas are included when calculating the number of 

seats in the premises; 

d) All food and beverages on the menu served in the public dining room shall be 

available for service to the patrons in the Bar Service areas; and 

e) Each licensee with bar seating shall annually as part of its license renewal 

application provide the Select Board with a statement certified by a Certified 

Public Accountant as to the percentage the annual sales for the previous period 



 

 

  

of October 1-September 30 of alcoholic beverages compared to the total annual 

sales of food and alcoholic beverages.  If the percentage exceeds thirty-five 

percent (35%), the Select Board may investigate to determine whether the 

service of alcoholic beverages has become more than incidental to the service of 

food on the premises.  If the Board determines that the sale of alcoholic 

beverages has become more than incidental to the sale of food on the premises, 

it may after hearing modify the license to require the licensee to reduce its 

amount of Bar Service Area seating.  

 

IV. GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO HOLDERS OF 

LICENSES TO SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WITHIN THE TOWN 

 

 This section shall apply to any and all alcoholic beverages licenses issued by the Board to 

eligible restaurants, clubs, veterans’ organizations, innholders licensees, package stores and, 

with noted exceptions, one-day special event licensees.  The Licensing Board reserves the 

right to add to, amend, modify or revoke these rules and regulations at such time or times as 

the Licensing Board deems appropriate. 

 

 Subject to further limitations fixed or from time to time modified by the Select Board with 

respect to a particular license, the General Laws of Massachusetts and the regulations of the 

Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission, the following rules and regulations shall be in full 

force and effect: 

 

 4.1 Fire Safety Inspections (applicable to Restaurants, Innholders & Clubs only) 

Chapter 304 of the Acts of 2004, An Act Relative to Fire Safety In the 

Commonwealth, requires that every license holder under M.G.L. Chapter 138 

Section 12 must submit as a precondition of renewal of the license “a valid 

certificate of inspection issued by a local inspector and signed by the head of the fire 

department for the city, town or district in which the premises is located.”  No 

license shall be issued for the sale of alcoholic beverages in the Town until such 

time as a copy of the valid certificate of inspection has been filed with application. 

 

4.2 Hours of Operation 

 The hours during which the sale of all alcoholic beverages may be made in a dining 

room are further limited to the time when the dining room is open and food service 

is available to the public.  No alcoholic beverages shall be sold or served in a dining 

room before the dining room is open and food service is available, or after the 

dining room has been closed and food service has been suspended to the public.  

The hours during which the sale of all alcoholic beverages to be consumed on the 

premises may be made by any licensee shall be from 11:00 a.m. to 11 p.m. on 

secular days and from 10:00 a.m. to 11 p.m. on Sundays, unless otherwise 

determined by the Select Board. The hours during which the sale of all alcoholic 

beverages to be consumed off the premises may be made by any licensee shall be 

from 9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, including legal holidays, 

and 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. on Sundays, unless otherwise determined by the Select 

Board. Holiday sales hours are further limited to the holiday schedule set by the 

ABCC.   

 



 

 

  

4.2.1  The Board may adjust hours for individual and/or classifications of licensees 

upon receipt of their request(s) for consideration of special circumstances 

and/or occasions. 

4.2.2 No patron shall be served or sold alcoholic beverages within the licensed 

premises before or after the hours stated in the license.  

4.2.3  No alcoholic beverages shall be served within the licensed premises during 

the fifteen (15) minutes preceding the hours stated on the license at which 

service of alcoholic beverages must cease.   

4.2.4  All bottles, glasses, containers, etc., shall be cleared from all tables and bars 

within thirty (30) minutes of the established closing hour and all patrons will 

be off the licensed premises within forty-five (45) minutes of the established 

closing hour. 

4.2.5  With the exception of the licensee and the manager, all employees shall 

vacate the licensed premises no later than sixty (60) minutes after the 

official closing hour designated on the alcohol license.  Bona fide employees 

of the licensed establishment may remain upon or enter upon the licensed 

premises outside of the regular hours of operation while actually engaged in 

cleaning, opening, closing or preparing for the current or next day’s 

business, but they may not dispense or consume any alcoholic beverage 

during such non-public hours. In any instance wherein a licensee will have 

employees working on the licensed premises in excess of sixty (60) minutes 

before or after the serving times, the licensee shall cause notification of the 

fact to be given by telephone to the Needham Police Department along with 

the estimate as to how long the work party will be on the premises. 

 

4.3 Payment of Charges and Taxes 

Applicants and licensees must pay, in full, all taxes and charges owed to the Town 

on a current basis prior to the issuance of a new license, the transfer of an existing 

license and/or the annual renewal of a license. 

 

4.4 Filing and Application Requirements (excludes One Day Special Event Licenses) 
  

4.4.1 Abutter Notification  

  When conducting a public hearing to consider the issuance of a license to 

sell or serve wine, malt and/or alcoholic beverages, the Board shall require 

the applicant to notify all owners of property within a 300-foot radius of the 

premises to be licensed 

 

4.4.2    Insurance  

  No license shall be issued for the sale of alcoholic beverages (one day 

special licenses excluded) in the Town until such time as the applicant shall 

present to the Select Board a certificate of insurance showing that the 

applicant carries the following policies of insurance from an insurance 

company licensed by the Department of Insurance of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts as follows:  workers’ compensation insurance as required by 

M.G.L. Chapter 152; and liquor liability insurance in the minimum amount 

of $100,000 per person/$1,000,000 aggregate for personal injury and 

$100,000 per occurrence for property damage. 

  



 

 

  

4.4.3 Fees 

 All license fees of the Board are incorporated in these rules and regulations 

as Attachment I, Schedule of Town of Needham Liquor License Fees.  

These fees shall be non-refundable. 

 

4.4.3.1  Filing Fees     All required filing fees shall be paid in full at such 

time as the application is filed. The Board’s filing fee shall be paid 

by check, made payable to the “Town of Needham.”   Filing fees 

required by the Commission must be by certified check or bank 

treasurers check made payable to the “Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts” and/or the “Alcoholic Beverages Control 

Commission.”  Filing fees shall not be pro-rated for any reason.  

 

4.4.3.2 License Fees     All license fees for the initial issuance of a new 

license, or for the transfer of an existing license, for a change in 

the structural composition of a licensed premises, and/or for the 

annual renewal of a license shall be paid in full prior to the 

issuance of the license. The payment of the license fee shall be by 

cash, certified check or bank treasurer’s check payable to “Town 

of Needham.” The initial license fee will be pro-rated based on the 

number of months remaining in the calendar year at the time of 

occupancy.   

  

4.4.4   Floorplans – On Premises Licenses (M.G.L. Ch 138 s.12) 

 

4.4.4.1 With the exception of applicants for package store licenses and a 

one-day special events license and without limiting the application 

of Chapter 6 of the State Building Code, applicants or licensees 

shall submit to the Board along with the application for license, an 

architectural floor plan, drawn to scale, that includes the following 

information, which will be clearly marked: 

  

a) the net floor area (net floor area shall be the area of the rooms 

measured between the interior walls exclusive of stairways, 

service bars, hallways, etc.) and dimensions of the existing 

room or rooms and exterior premises requested to be licensed 

including dining rooms, function rooms, exterior premises and 

rooms in which  alcoholic beverages are to be stored; 

b)  the location of any proposed Bar Service Areas and cocktail 

lounges (for innkeepers license only); 

c)   areas in which seats or benches are to be securely fastened to 

the floor and areas in which the seats and tables are moveable; 

d) entrances and exits; 

e) kitchens and/or food preparation areas; 

f) take out areas; 

g) storage areas; 

h) restrooms;  

i) all rooms not being requested to be licensed shall be labeled as 

to their function, such as, kitchen, coatroom, lobby, etc.;  



 

 

  

j) total occupant load; and 

k) other spaces, or in relevant cases, exterior premises for which 

approval of the Board for the sale of alcoholic beverages is 

requested.  Approval of the use of exterior space will only be 

allowed if there is a physical barrier and signage restricting the 

transportation or possession of any alcohol, wine, or malt 

beverage beyond the limitation of the barrier. 

 

4.4.4.2 The number and location of all seats, chairs, and stools upon or 

within the licensed premises must be approved in writing by the 

Board.  In no event shall the total number of seats, chairs, and 

stools upon the licensed premises exceed the maximum seating 

capacity nor the maximum occupancy capacity of the licensed 

premises. 

 

4.4.4.3 No physical alteration, the effect of which would be to constitute a 

change in the description of the licensed premises as shown on the 

license, shall be made without prior written approval of the Board. 

 

4.4.4.4 Outdoor seating shall be excluded from the seating capacity used 

to determine the type of license granted to applicant. 

 

4.5.5 Floor Plans – Off Premise Licenses (M.G.L. Ch 138 s. 15) 

 

4.5.5.1  Applicants for a package store license shall submit to the Board 

along with the application for license, an architectural floor plan, 

drawn to scale, that includes the following information, which will 

be clearly marked: 

 

a) the net floor area (net floor area shall be the area of the rooms 

measured between the interior walls exclusive of stairways, 

service bars, hallways, etc.) and dimensions of the existing 

room or rooms and exterior premises requested to be licensed; 

b) gross floor area of the premises and those portions of the 

premises proposed to be dedicated to the sale, storage or 

display of alcoholic beverages; 

c)  entrances and exits; 

d)   storage areas; 

e)   restrooms; 

f)   cash register areas. 

 

4.5.5.2 Applicants shall submit a plan for signage including window 

display signs. 

 

4.6 General and Miscellaneous Provisions 

 

4.6.1 No alcoholic beverages shall be taken from the building so approved in the 

licenses, with exception of approved exterior seating noted on floorplan, as 

noted in section 4.4.4.1 (k). This does not apply to package stores. 



 

 

  

 

4.6.2 No licensee shall sell alcoholic beverages in any part of the premises not 

specified on this license. No change of such area or location shall be made 

without prior written approval of the Select Board.  The licensed premises 

shall meet and fully comply with all health standards and regulations 

applicable to the sale of alcoholic beverages. 

 

4.6.3 The licensed premises must be well lighted at all times. 

 

4.6.4 There shall be no indecent or immoral entertainment on the licensed 

premises. 

 

4.6.5 Gambling, lotteries, or other illegal machines or games are prohibited except 

as otherwise permitted by law. 

 

4.6.6 The licensed premises shall be subject, at all times, to inspection by 

members of the Select Board, the Town Manager, Inspector of Buildings, 

Board of Health or its representatives, Police Department, Fire Department, 

or any other department or official of the town so directed by the Select 

Board. 

 

   4.6.7   Food service shall be available in all areas where alcoholic beverages are to 

be served for consumption on premises. 

 

  4.6.8 Meals must be served on solid dinnerware with silverware accompanying 

the same. No paper plates or plastic cutlery is permitted.  Alcoholic 

beverages may be consumed only from glassware.  Package stores and one 

day licenses are excluded from this provision. 

 

4.6.9 No licensed restaurant or package store may permit the use of any 

amusement service such as electronic games on the premises.  

 

4.6.10 Service of alcoholic beverages shall be by a server/wait person (applicable 

to on premise licensees only). 

 

4.6.11 At all times that the licensed premises are open for the sale or service of 

alcoholic beverages, the licensee shall have on the premises a manager or 

assistant manager who has successfully completed an in-person alcoholic 

beverage server training program satisfactory to the Select Board.  The 

onsite manager/assistant manager shall be responsible for compliance with 

all applicable laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts concerning the 

sale of alcoholic beverages and the Town’s rules and regulations for the 

provision and consumption of alcoholic beverages. The designated 

manager/assistant manager shall have full authority to make decisions 

concerning the operation of the establishment. 

 

a) A current employee roster shall be available upon request to the Town 

for all licensed establishments.  It is the obligation of the licensee to 

inform all employees about the rules and regulations of the Needham 



 

 

  

Select Board, the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission, and any 

and all applicable Massachusetts laws. 

 

b) Any employee engaged in the sale and handling of alcoholic beverages 

must complete Select Board approved courses in alcohol safety training 

and have on file with the licensee, and available for inspection by the 

Town, a copy of current training certification and proof of age. Licensee 

will provide an approved training program certificate of completion for 

the manager to the Town with the application. 

 

c) All managers, assistant managers, and bartenders shall be required to 

attend an in-person alcoholic beverage server training program 

satisfactory to the Select Board once every two years.  Newly hired 

employees shall complete a Town-approved training program upon 

employment, or provide proof of training certification at a Town-

approved course within the last three years.  In addition, all employees 

who are engaged with the direct handling, selling, storing or the 

preparation for the display of any alcoholic beverages are required to 

watch annually a Town-approved training video as part of the license 

renewal process. 

 

d)  No licensee shall allow any employee to sell, or participate in the 

stocking, handling, or preparation for sale of beverage alcohol until such 

employee has viewed a town-approved training video and signed a 

statement, a copy of which is to be maintained by the licensee, 

confirming that the employee has viewed that training video and that the 

employee acknowledges his/her obligation to abide by the rules and 

regulations of the Needham Select Board, the Alcoholic Beverages 

Control Commission, and Massachusetts laws regarding the sale of 

alcohol. 

 

4.6.12  The alcoholic beverage license must be prominently displayed and available 

for public viewing inside the premises. 

 

V. RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

BY INNHOLDERS 

 

Subject to further limitations fixed or from time to time modified by the Select Board with respect 

to a particular license, the General Laws of Massachusetts and the regulations of the Alcoholic 

Beverages Control Commission, the following rules and regulations shall be in full force and 

effect: 

 

5.1 No application for an alcoholic beverage license shall be accepted except from 

qualified owners of a hotel having a dining room capacity of not less than ninety-

nine [99] persons and living capacity of not less than fifty [50] rooms. 

 

5.2 Each applicant shall submit to the Select Board with each application for a license a 

floor plan of the building or that portion of the building on which is clearly marked 

and designated the location of the proposed seating arrangement, service bars, 



 

 

  

dining rooms, function rooms or other rooms in which approval of the Select Board 

for the sale of alcoholic beverages is requested. 

 

5.3 Cocktail lounges are permitted with the approval of the Select Board but limited to 

approved areas by the Select Board with appropriate identification of the specific 

location documented by the Inspector of Buildings. 

 

5.4 The Service of alcoholic beverages to the room of any registered guest is prohibited 

unless otherwise authorized by the Select Board. 

 

 

VI. RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGES IN RESTAURANTS AND FUNCTION ROOMS 

 

Subject to further limitations fixed or from time to time modified or amended by the Select Board 

acting as the duly constituted Licensing Board of the Town of Needham with respect to this class 

of license, the General Laws of Massachusetts and the Regulations of the Alcoholic Beverages 

Commission, the following rules and regulations shall be in full force and effect: 

 

6.1 It is the policy and purpose of the Select Board acting as the Licensing Board of the 

Town of Needham to limit the issuance of alcoholic licenses as an accommodating 

and incidental part of a Common Victualler's primary and principal business 

endeavor of preparing and serving food to the public in a restaurant and function 

room. 

 

6.2 The issuance of alcoholic licenses will be utilized so as to both enhance the dining 

experience of individuals patronizing Needham restaurants and to foster the 

economic development of business areas in the Town by encouraging and 

promoting foot traffic in those areas where restaurants are located.  The Board will 

consider when deciding upon a license application the foregoing factors and any 

other matter deemed appropriate by the Board including by way of description but 

not limitation: proximity to residential neighborhoods, traffic, parking, 

appropriateness of menu and other aesthetic considerations including the physical 

layout of the interior of the establishment.  Licenses will not be granted to 

establishments whose principal business activity is fast food, take-out, or which has 

any “drive-through” component. 

 

6.3 No function room may be separately licensed. 

 

6.4 No alcohol license will be issued to any applicant unless such applicant is the 

licensee named in a common victualler's license and has operated a restaurant and 

function rooms for the twelve-month period immediately preceding the filing of an 

application.  When deemed appropriate by the Select Board this provision may be 

waived. 

 

6.5 Service of food must be available in all areas in which alcoholic beverages are to be 

served. Where a function room is available, the service of alcoholic beverages is 

permitted as authorized herein and may be closed to the general public. 

 



 

 

  

VII. RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO CLUBS AND VETERANS 

ORGANIZATIONS SEEKING AND ISSUED ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

LICENSES WITHIN THE TOWN AUTHORIZED BY SPECIAL ACT OF THE 

GENERAL COURT (CHAPTER 3 OF THE ACTS OF 1977) 

 

Licenses issued by the Needham Select Board shall be subject to the minimum requirements of 

G.L. Chapter 138, Regulations of the Alcoholic Beverage Commission and the following 

regulations of the local Licensing Board and any amendments thereto hereinafter adopted: 

 

7.1 Every club applicant to be eligible to be licensed to sell any or all alcoholic 

beverages within the Town of Needham must be a corporation duly organized and 

existing under Chapter 180 of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts and has maintained club facilities for not less than three (3) years 

prior to the filing of an application.  The within provisions may be waived by the 

Licensing Board. 

 

7.2 Every Veterans organization to be eligible to be licensed to sell any and all alcoholic 

beverages within the Town of Needham must be duly chartered or authorized by the 

Laws of the United States or the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 

7.3 Each applicant shall furnish the Licensing Board with a copy of its Charter or other 

legal evidence of its eligibility as herein specified when requested by the Licensing 

Board. 

 

7.4 Each eligible club and veteran’s organization must have the exclusive legal right to 

the possession and enjoyment of indoor facilities of not less than 2,000 square feet 

of floor space on one or more floors and which may consist of one or more rooms. 

 

7.5 Each licensee hereunder acting by and through its Board of Directors or other 

governing body shall appoint a manager or bartender who is of good moral 

character and a responsible person.  The manager or bartender will be in charge 

during open hours acting for and on behalf of the Board of Directors or other 

governing Board.  Acting for and on behalf of the Board of Directors the manager or 

bartender shall be responsible for the conduct of the members and guests, 

accountable for keeping order and the prevention of undue noise and disturbances 

on the licensed premises and the neighborhood. 

 

VIII.  RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO ONE-DAY SPECIAL EVENT 

LICENSES  

 

The Board will review requests for One-Day Special Event Licenses in accordance with section 

14 of Chapter 138 of the General Laws after receipt of the following documentation.  A public 

hearing is not required for the issuance of a One-Day Special Event License.   

 

8.1 Request for the sale of alcohol under a Special License is limited to between the 

hours of 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m. on secular days and 12:00 p.m. and 12:00 a.m. 

on Sundays. 

 

8.2 One-Day licenses are exempt from the legal notice and publication requirements. 



 

 

  

 

8.3 No special event license will be granted to a licensed premise of any person whose 

application for a license is pending before the licensing authorities. 

 

8.4 No person shall be granted a special license for more than 30 days in a calendar 

year. 

 

8.5 Forms and documentation required for One-Day Special License: 

a) ABCC Notice of Approval of Special License (completed by the Town) 

b) Town of Needham Select Board Event Information Sheet 

c) Descriptive information about the event (invitation, flyer, letter of explanation, 

etc.) 

d) Written indication of the manner by which service, sale, delivery, and/or 

dispensing of alcoholic beverages are to be controlled. 

e) Written evidence of the owner’s permission to use the proposed licensed 

premises. 

f) Proof of Non-profit Status (if request is for all alcoholic beverages). 

g) Sketch/floorplan of the proposed licensed premises detailing where alcohol will 

be served, sold, delivered, and/or dispensed. 

h) Designation and identification in writing of all individuals who will serve, sell, 

deliver, and/or dispense alcoholic beverages and evidence of whether or not said 

individuals have completed in the past three years an appropriate Massachusetts 

alcoholic beverages server training program. 

i) Acknowledgement that the person holding the special license has purchased the 

alcoholic beverages from a licensed wholesaler/importer, manufacturer, farmer-

winery, farmer-brewery or special permit holder.  A person holding a section 14 

license cannot purchase alcoholic beverages from a package store. (MGL Ch. 

138, Sec 14, 23; 204 CMR 7.04) 

 

8.6 The One-Day Special Event Manager shall provide for the orderly and safe conduct 

of the event, shall be responsible for the proper sale, service, delivery, dispensing 

and consumption of alcoholic beverages, shall be physically present during the 

duration of the entire event and shall sign the Event Information Sheet.  The One-

Day Special Event Manager shall display such special One-Day License where sale 

of alcoholic beverages is taking place. 

 

IX. RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO PACKAGE STORES  

 (M.G.L. CH 138, SEC. 15) 

 

9.1 General Provisions 

 

9.1.1 Employees at the licensed premises on which a Section 15 license is 

exercised must be 21 years of age except that such licensees may 

employ a person under the age of 21 who does not directly handle, sell, 

store, or prepare for display any alcoholic beverages.  Notwithstanding 

the foregoing, food store employees 18 years of age or older may 

handle, store, or prepare any alcoholic beverages for display.  

 

9.1.2 No seating, chairs, stools, or tables for use by customers or patrons shall 



 

 

  

be placed or permitted by a retail package store licensee upon or within 

the licensed premises, or upon any area under the direction and control 

of the licensee. 

 

9.1.3 Where the liquor licenses are granted to serve the public, licensees shall 

be open to the public and, except in exigent circumstances, operate on 

all days and hours in accordance with the terms of the issued liquor 

license.  The closing of the licensed premises to the public, for a period 

of five (5) consecutive days or more, or for any period totaling ten (10) 

days during the calendar year without the prior approval of the Select 

Board may be deemed to be an abandonment of the Liquor License and 

sufficient grounds for revocation of the Liquor License.  

 

9.1.4 No consumption of alcoholic beverages shall be permitted on the 

premises outside of the licensed hours of operation. 

 

9.1.5 Licensees shall make all reasonable and diligent efforts to ensure that 

loitering, disorder, disturbances or illegality of any kind does not occur 

at the licensed premises.  The licensee shall ensure that business in the 

licensed premises is conducted in a responsible manner so that no 

activity shall detract from the quality of life in the Town generally, or in 

the neighborhood in which the licensed premises are located.  The 

licensee may be held responsible for such activity, whether present or 

not. 

 

9.1.6 Licensees shall at all times maintain the immediate and surrounding area 

outside the licensed premises in a state of cleanliness and upkeep. 

 

9.1.7 The licensing of liquor establishments, and what constitutes the public 

convenience in Needham, will be subject to the informed discretion of 

the Select Board.  In determining suitability for licenses, the Select 

Board will consider the proximity of the proposed premises to 

neighborhoods, especially residential neighborhoods, and other sensitive 

areas as determined by the Board. 

 

9.1.8 Section 15 licenses may be granted to food stores as defined in these 

regulations, but will not be granted to convenience stores. 

 

9.1.9 Alcohol-related signage displayed so that it is visible to the public will 

be limited.  As a condition of the license, the licensee will comply with 

the Town of Needham Sign By-law, as from time to time amended. 

 

9.1.10 Advertisement at local sporting events or school events and sponsorships 

of sporting teams where participant’s uniforms carry the name, logo or 

advertisement for any business which derives more than 25% of its gross 

revenues from the sale of alcoholic beverages is prohibited.   

 

9.1.11 “Nips” or bottles of spirits containing fewer than eight (8) fluid ounces 

shall not be located in an area directly accessible by customers, and shall 



 

 

  

be offered for sale upon the request of a customer from a location within 

the premises to which customers do not have direct access, such as 

behind a counter. 

 

9.2  Hours Of Operation  

 

9.2.1 For all deliveries conducted off the licensed premises, the licensee shall 

keep written records including the date of sale, quantities and sizes of 

items purchased, method of payment transaction, and name and address 

of purchaser.  In addition to the preceding requirements, the amount of 

the beverages that were delivered, the date and time of delivery, the 

signature of the person receiving the delivery and the type of 

identification card used to confirm age.  Such written records shall be 

maintained by the licensee within or upon the license premises for a 

period of not less than one year and must be readily available for 

inspection by the Town.    

 

 a)  Deliveries must be made during the operating hours of the store. 

 b)  Deliveries shall be made by persons no less than 21 years of age. 

c)  A copy of Off-Premises Transportation Permit, license to deliver 

issued by the ABCC, shall accompany application at time of 

submittal. 

 

9.2.2  All transactions for the sale of alcoholic beverages must be completed 

on or before the closing hour set out in this section.  

 

9.2.3 Hours for product deliveries to establishment and/or pick-up of bottle 

returns should be arranged so that activity does not interfere with the 

quiet enjoyment of the neighborhood. 

 

9.3 Consumption On Premises Prohibited Except Sample Tastings 

 

9.3.1 Consumption of alcoholic beverages within or upon the retail package 

store licensed premises, or upon any area under the direction and control 

of the licensee, by any person is strictly prohibited except for sample 

tasting. 

 

9.4  Limitations On Transferability Of Off-Premises Section 15 Licenses  

 

9.4.1  An application for a transfer of ownership at the same location or 

transfer of location may be granted by the Board after a public hearing 

in compliance with these regulations and state law. 

 

9.5  Food Store Alcohol License Requirements  

 

9.5.1  A food store is defined as a grocery store or supermarket, which sells at 

retail, food for consumption on or off the gross premises, whether alone, 

or in combination with grocery items or other non-durable items 

typically found in a grocery store and sold to individuals for personal, 



 

 

  

family or household use.  Such food store shall carry fresh and 

processed meats, poultry, dairy products, eggs, fresh fruits and produce, 

baked goods and baking ingredients, canned goods and dessert items.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, a food store for the purposes of these 

regulations shall not be a convenience store, any business that sells 

gasoline, or a business which derives more than 25% of its gross 

revenues from the sale of alcoholic beverages.  The retail space used to 

display alcoholic beverages shall not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) 

of the total retail space on the premises.   The Select Board shall 

determine whether an applicant is a food store as set out herein and in 

compliance with any and all requirements.    

 

9.5.2 A convenience store is defined as an establishment that sells at retail 

food and other non-durable items to individuals more on a daily basis, 

such as but not limited to small quantities of food, candy, newspapers, 

and tobacco products.  Convenience stores are frequently open with only 

one staff member on duty at a time, are usually open later than 10:00 

p.m. and may or may not sell gasoline.  The Select Board reserves the 

right to consider each of these factors when determining if an applicant 

will be considered a convenience store. 

 

9.5.3  Any applicant for a Section 15 License (whether for an original 

application, change of ownership or change of location) must provide 

with the application materials, a floor plan evidencing the gross floor 

area of the premises and those portions of the premises proposed to be 

dedicated to the sale, storage or display of alcoholic beverages.  The 

licensee may not materially change the portions of its premises 

dedicated to sale, storage or display of alcoholic beverages without the 

approval of the Select Board.  The licensee may not be open for business 

except during its licensed hours for sale of alcoholic beverages unless it 

has applied for and received approval by the Select Board of plan to 

properly secure all alcoholic beverages on the premises from public 

access during that time. 

 

9.5.4  Regular sales and operation of the food store must continue during all 

times when the sales of wine and malt beverages are permitted.  

 

9.5.5 Package store licenses issued to food stores shall be limited to wine and 

malt beverages only. 

 

 

X. VIOLATIONS – DETERMINATION OF PENALTIES 

 

10.1  Any violation of the Town's Liquor Regulations, Regulations of the Alcoholic 

Beverages Control Commission, and/or General Laws Chapter 138 may be grounds 

for action by the Select Board (Board), as Local Licensing Authority, including the 

modification, suspension, revocation, nonrenewal or cancellation of a license. 

 

10.2  In determining the appropriate action in any given case, the Board will consider the 



 

 

  

violation alleged, the facts of the case, other relevant factors including the licensee's 

prior record, and aggravating or mitigating circumstances. 

 

10.3  In ordering suspensions, the Select Board may, within its discretion, order a 

suspension with one or more days to be served and the remainder to be held in 

abeyance for such time as the Select Board may determine.  

 

10.4  A licensee shall have a right to notice and public hearing before modification, 

suspension, revocation, nonrenewal or cancellation of a license by the Board, except 

that the Board may under emergency circumstances as allowed by Law suspend the 

license pending hearing. 

 

10.5  A licensee may waive its right to hearing, and the Board in such cases may make 

findings and act without hearing on recommendation of the Town Manager.  The 

Board may, however, require that a hearing be held notwithstanding such a waiver, 

in which case the licensee shall have notice of hearing and an opportunity to be 

heard before action is taken on modification, suspension, revocation, nonrenewal or 

cancellation of a license, except that Select Board may under emergency 

circumstances as allowed by Law suspend the license pending hearing. 

 

10.6  On the days when Suspension of License is being served, the Licensee will publicly 

post at its public entrance(s) a notice of the Suspension in a form as the Board or 

Town Manager may direct. The Board may also post notice of violation hearings, 

findings, decisions, and orders to the Town’s website and Town’s social media. 

 

10.7  The town conducts, and expects to continue to conduct, routine compliance checks 

of licensees, including, but not limited to, service to underage persons checks using 

agents of the Needham Police Department. 

 

10.7.1 The following schedule of recommended discipline is a guideline 

intended to illustrate the range of disciplinary action that the Select 

Board may impose for service to underage violations identified in 

compliance checks. The Select Board is not limited by these guidelines 

and may impose greater or lesser discipline based on consideration of 

the violation alleged, the facts of the case, other relevant factors 

including the licensee's prior record, and aggravating or mitigating 

circumstances 

 

10.7.2 In calculating the number of prior offenses under this guideline, the 

Select Board will consider determined violations occurring within the 

five (5) years preceding the date of current violation. 

 

10.7.3 Compliance Check Violation Guideline Penalties: 

 

10.7.3.1 FIRST OFFENSE:  

 Written warning, or Suspension of one day. 

 

10.7.3.2  SECOND OFFENSE:  

 Suspension, one to three days. 



 

 

  

 

10.7.3.3  THIRD OFFENSE:  

 Public hearing required. 

 Suspension, three to five days. 

 

10.7.3.4  FOURTH OFFENSE:  

 Public Hearing required. 

 Suspension, Five (5) to Ten (10) Days  

 Licensee shall be required as a condition of the license to 

provide the Board with a satisfactory written plan, under 

signature of the manager of record and any person or entity 

holding more than a 10% ownership interest in the license, to 

assure that a further offence will not occur.   

 

10.7.3.5  FIFTH OFFENSE: 

 Public hearing required. 

 Minimum ten (10) day suspension. Based on relevant 

circumstances as determined by the Board, the Board may 

order a longer suspension of any length, imposition of 

conditions on or other modifications of the license, 

disqualification of the manager of record, compulsory 

initiation by the licensee of transfer of ownership to a 

responsible party to be approved by the Board, non-renewal, 

or revocation of the license. 
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TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE: 06/28/2022 

 
Agenda Item Public Hearing: Proposed Alcohol Regulations Changes - 

Breweries  
 

Presenter(s) Katie King, Assistant Town Manager/Operations  
  

 
1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 
 
The Town is proposing to allow breweries in Needham to further diversify our 
business inventory and offer an additional amenity to residents and visitors. 
The Planning Board is advancing a zoning amendment for the Special Town 
Meeting in the fall, which would define brewery business types and determine 
where each could be located by special permit. The Select Board oversees liquor 
licenses for all establishments that sell alcohol in Needham and must update 
the Town’s liquor license policies to allow for breweries. 
  
The Select Board welcomes public comments on proposed changes to the 
Town’s Regulations for the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, which would 
determine how breweries would be licensed locally. Written comments can be 
sent to otm@needhamma.gov until Friday, July 15.  
 
The Assistant Town Manager will review language changes made based on the 
Board’s previous feedback.   
 
2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 

 
 
 For discussion only.  
 
3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 

  
a. Alcohol License Regulations - Proposed Changes 6/23/2022 
b. License Type Comparison Chart  
c. 2022 Select Board Fee Schedule  
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Licensing Authority:  Select Board   Revision Date:    8/18/2020 

  

 

The Needham Select Board, acting as local licensing authority pursuant to the provisions of 

Massachusetts General Laws Chapters 138 and 140 and other relevant legal authority, 

promulgates these regulations applicable to the sale and distribution of alcoholic beverages in the 

Town of Needham. These regulations are in addition and supplemental to all other legal 

requirements, including but not limited to applicable State and Federal law and regulations. 
 

I.    TYPES OF LICENSES TO BE GRANTED IN NEEDHAM 
 

The Town of Needham issues the types of alcoholic beverages licenses listed below.  All 

licenses shall comply with Chapter 138 of the Massachusetts General Laws, and Chapter 204 

of the Code of Massachusetts Regulations, as they relate to the specific type of license. 
 

1.1 Innholders All Alcoholic Beverages: issued to qualified applicants to sell all 

alcoholic beverages in a hotel dining area with a seating capacity of not less than 

ninety-nine (99) persons and a living capacity of not less than fifty (50) rooms, 

under the applicable regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of 

Needham Rules & Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any 

and all conditions stipulated for the specific license. The Service of alcoholic 

beverages to the room of any registered guest is prohibited unless otherwise 

authorized by the Select Board.  (M.G.L. c.138, s.11, D; 11/7/72 election) 
 

1.2 Restaurant All Alcoholic Beverages: issued to qualified applicants to sell all 

alcoholic beverages in a restaurant and/or function room under the applicable 

regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham Rules & 

Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any and all conditions 

stipulated for the specific license. (M.G.L. c.138, s.11, E; 11/4/80 election; M.G.L. 

c.138, s.12; Chapter 32 of the Acts of 2014; 4/8/2014 election)  
 

1.3 Restaurant Wine and Malt Beverages:  issued to qualified applicants to sell only 

wine and malt beverages in a restaurant under the applicable regulations of 

Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham Rules & Regulations 

Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any and all conditions stipulated 

for the specific license.  (M.G.L. c.138, s.12; Chapter 169 of the Acts of 2001; 

11/8/01 election)  
 

1.4      Club and Veterans’ Organization All Alcoholic Beverages:  issued to qualified 

applicant Clubs existing under Chapter 180 of Massachusetts General Laws and 

Veterans’ Organizations duly chartered or authorized by the Laws of the United 

States or the Commonwealth of Massachusetts to sell all alcoholic beverages under 

the applicable regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham 

Rules & Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any and all 

conditions stipulated for the specific license. (M.G.L. c.138, s.12; 11/8/88 election) 
 

1.5 One Day Special Event:  issued to qualified applicants of non-profit status to sell all 

alcoholic beverages; or to sell wine and malt beverages only; or to qualified 

applicants of for profit status to sell wine and malt beverages only under the 

applicable regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham Rules 



 

 

  

& Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any and all 

conditions stipulated for the specific license.  (M.G.L. c.138, s.14) 

 

1.6 Package Store All Alcoholic Beverages: issued to qualified applicants to sell all 

alcoholic beverages in packages not to be consumed on the premises under the 

applicable regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham Rules 

& Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages, and any and all 

conditions stipulated for the specific license.  (Chapter 207 of the Acts of 2012; 

Approved 11/6/2012 election) 

 

1.7 Package Store Wine and Malt Beverages:  issued to qualified applicants to sell wine 

and malt beverages in packages not to be consumed on the premises under the 

applicable regulations of Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham Rules 

& Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages and any and all 

conditions stipulated for the specific license.   (Chapter 207 of the Acts of 2012; 

Approved 11/6/2012 election) 

 

1.8 Farmer Series Pouring Permit: issued to qualified applicants to sell malt beverages, 

for consumption on the grounds of a licensed farmer-brewery pursuant to G.L. 

c.138, §19C, as well as on the grounds of the farm operated as appurtenant and 

contiguous to, and in conjunction with, such farm, and in accordance with the 

applicable regulations of the Massachusetts General Laws, the Town of Needham 

Rules & Regulations Governing the Sale of Alcoholic Beverages and any and all 

conditions stipulated for in the specific license. For purposes of this policy, the word 

“license”, “licensee”, and “licensed premises” shall include a “Farmer Series 

Pouring Permit”, “Farmer Series Pouring Permittee”, and “premises subject to a 

Farmer Series Pouring Permit”, respectively, unless otherwise noted.   

 

 

II.  COMPLIANCE   

 

2.1  The issuance of a license by the Select Board for the sale of alcoholic beverages 

under M.G.L. c. 138 applies only to said sales and does not release the licensee from 

compliance, nor does it assume compliance with the rules, regulations, requirements 

and procedures of other government boards, agencies or bodies having jurisdiction. 

 

2.2   Failure to comply with these regulations, the laws of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts, the Regulations of the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission or 

the Town’s bylaws may result in the revocation, suspension or   cancellation of the 

license.   

 

III. SPECIAL LICENSE PROVISIONS (applicable to Restaurants only) 

 

3.1  Bar Service The sale or service of alcoholic beverages for consumption at any 

unapproved Bar Service Area is prohibited. For the purposes of these regulations, 

Bar Service Area is defined as service across a counter at which alcoholic drinks are 

prepared to patrons who may or may not be waiting to dine.  Bar Service Areas are 

permitted only in locations expressly approved and authorized by the Select Board.  

Such authorization may be granted under the following conditions: 



 

 

  

  

a) The Board makes a finding that it is in the best interest of the Town to allow the 

service of alcoholic beverages in the Bar Service areas; 

b) No more than a total of  fifteen (15) seats or twenty percent (20%) of the total 

seats in the premises, whichever is less, shall be allowed in the Bar Service 

area(s), except that the Board may after hearing, with notice pursuant to M.G.L. 

Chapter 138 section15A, authorize a greater number where such seats are 

intended for food service customers as part of the licensee’s business plan; 

c) The seats in the Bar Service areas are included when calculating the number of 

seats in the premises; 

d) All food and beverages on the menu served in the public dining room shall be 

available for service to the patrons in the Bar Service areas; and 

e) Each licensee with bar seating shall annually as part of its license renewal 

application provide the Select Board with a statement certified by a Certified 

Public Accountant as to the percentage the annual sales for the previous period 

of October 1-September 30 of alcoholic beverages compared to the total annual 

sales of food and alcoholic beverages.  If the percentage exceeds thirty-five 

percent (35%), the Select Board may investigate to determine whether the 

service of alcoholic beverages has become more than incidental to the service of 

food on the premises.  If the Board determines that the sale of alcoholic 

beverages has become more than incidental to the sale of food on the premises, 

it may after hearing modify the license to require the licensee to reduce its 

amount of Bar Service Area seating.  

 

IV. GENERAL RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO HOLDERS OF 

LICENSES TO SELL ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES WITHIN THE TOWN 

 

 This section shall apply to any and all alcoholic beverages licenses issued by the Board to 

eligible restaurants, clubs, veterans’ organizations, innholders licensees, package stores, 

farmer series pouring permittees, and, with noted exceptions, one-day special event licensees. 

 The Licensing Board reserves the right to add to, amend, modify or revoke these rules and 

regulations at such time or times as the Licensing Board deems appropriate. 

 

 Subject to further limitations fixed or from time to time modified by the Select Board with 

respect to a particular license, the General Laws of Massachusetts and the regulations of the 

Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission, the following rules and regulations shall be in full 

force and effect: 

 

 4.1 Fire Safety Inspections (applicable to Restaurants, Innholders & Clubs only) 

Chapter 304 of the Acts of 2004, An Act Relative to Fire Safety In the 

Commonwealth, requires that every license holder under M.G.L. Chapter 138 

Section 12 must submit as a precondition of renewal of the license “a valid 

certificate of inspection issued by a local inspector and signed by the head of the fire 

department for the city, town or district in which the premises is located.”  No 

license shall be issued for the sale of alcoholic beverages in the Town until such 

time as a copy of the valid certificate of inspection has been filed with application. 

 

4.2 Hours of Operation 

 The hours during which the sale of all alcoholic beverages may be made in a dining 



 

 

  

room are further limited to the time when the dining room is open and food service 

is available to the public.  No alcoholic beverages shall be sold or served in a dining 

room before the dining room is open and food service is available, or after the 

dining room has been closed and food service has been suspended to the public.   

 4.2.1    The hours during which the sale of all alcoholic beverages to be consumed 

on the premises may be made by any licensee shall be from 11:00 a.m. to 11 

p.m. on secular days and from 10:00 a.m. to 11 p.m. on Sundays, unless 

otherwise determined by the Select Board.  

 

 4.2.2   The hours during which the sale of all alcoholic beverages to be 

consumed off the premises may be made by any licensee shall be from 

9:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m., Monday through Saturday, including legal 

holidays, and 12:00 noon to 6:00 p.m. on Sundays, unless otherwise 

determined by the Select Board. Holiday sales hours are further limited to 

the holiday schedule set by the ABCC.   

 

4.2.3 The Board may adjust hours for individual and/or classifications of licensees 

upon receipt of their request(s) for consideration of special circumstances 

and/or occasions. 

 

4.2.42 Except for alcohol sold by a Farmer Series Pouring Permittee, tThe hours 

during which the sale of all alcoholic beverages may be made in a dining 

room are further limited to the time when the dining room is open and food 

service is available to the public.  No alcoholic beverages shall be sold or 

served in a dining room before the dining room is open and food service is 

available, or after the dining room has been closed and food service has been 

suspended to the public.  

 

4.2.5 No patron shall be served or sold alcoholic beverages within the licensed 

premises before or after the hours stated in the license.  

 

4.2.63  No alcoholic beverages shall be served for on premises consumption within 

the licensed premises during the fifteen (15) minutes preceding the hours 

stated on the license at which service of alcoholic beverages must cease.   

 

4.2.74  All bottles, glasses, containers, etc., shall be cleared from all tables and bars 

within thirty (30) minutes of the established closing hour and all patrons will 

be off the licensed premises within forty-five (45) minutes of the established 

closing hour. 

 

4.2.85  With the exception of the licensee and the manager, all employees shall 

vacate the licensed premises no later than sixty (60) minutes after the 

official closing hour designated on the alcohol license.  Bona fide employees 

of the licensed establishment may remain upon or enter upon the licensed 

premises outside of the regular hours of operation while actually engaged in 

cleaning, opening, closing or preparing for the current or next day’s 

business, but they may not dispense or consume any alcoholic beverage 

during such non-public hours. In any instance wherein a licensee will have 

employees working on the licensed premises in excess of sixty (60) minutes 



 

 

  

before or after the serving times, the licensee shall cause notification of the 

fact to be given by telephone to the Needham Police Department along with 

the estimate as to how long the work party will be on the premises. This 

provision shall not limit employees from being on the premises to produce 

malt beverages in accordance with a license issued pursuant to G.L. c.138, 

§19C or §19D. 

 

4.3 Payment of Charges and Taxes 

Applicants and licensees must pay, in full, all taxes and charges owed to the Town 

on a current basis prior to the issuance of a new license, the transfer of an existing 

license and/or the annual renewal of a license. 

 

4.4 Filing and Application Requirements (excludes One Day Special Event Licenses) 
  

4.4.1 Abutter Notification  

  When conducting a public hearing to consider the issuance of a license to 

sell or serve wine, malt and/or alcoholic beverages, the Board shall require 

the applicant to notify all owners of property within a 300-foot radius of the 

premises to be licensed 

 

4.4.2    Insurance  

  No license shall be issued for the sale of alcoholic beverages (one day 

special licenses excluded) in the Town until such time as the applicant shall 

present to the Select Board a certificate of insurance showing that the 

applicant carries the following policies of insurance from an insurance 

company licensed by the Department of Insurance of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts as follows:  workers’ compensation insurance as required by 

M.G.L. Chapter 152; and liquor liability insurance in the minimum amount 

of $100,000 per person/$1,000,000 aggregate for personal injury and 

$100,000 per occurrence for property damage. 

  

4.4.3 Fees 

 All license fees of the Board are incorporated in these rules and regulations 

as Attachment I, Schedule of Town of Needham Liquor License Fees.  

These fees shall be non-refundable. 

 

4.4.3.1  Filing Fees     All required filing fees shall be paid in full at such 

time as the application is filed. The Board’s filing fee shall be paid 

by check, made payable to the “Town of Needham.”   Filing fees 

required by the Commission must be by certified check or bank 

treasurers check made payable to the “Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts” and/or the “Alcoholic Beverages Control 

Commission.”  Filing fees shall not be pro-rated for any reason.  

 

4.4.3.2 License Fees     All license fees for the initial issuance of a new 

license, or for the transfer of an existing license, for a change in 

the structural composition of a licensed premises, and/or for the 

annual renewal of a license shall be paid in full prior to the 

issuance of the license. The payment of the license fee shall be by 



 

 

  

cash, certified check or bank treasurer’s check payable to “Town 

of Needham.” The initial license fee will be pro-rated based on the 

number of months remaining in the calendar year at the time of 

occupancy.   

  

4.4.4   Floorplans – On Premises Licenses (M.G.L. Ch 138 s.12 and Farmer Series 

Pouring Permittee) 

 

4.4.4.1 With the exception of applicants for package store licenses and a 

one-day special events license and without limiting the application 

of Chapter 6 of the State Building Code, applicants or licensees 

shall submit to the Board along with the application for license, an 

architectural floor plan, drawn to scale, that includes the following 

information, which will be clearly marked: 

  

a) the net floor area (net floor area shall be the area of the rooms 

measured between the interior walls exclusive of stairways, 

service bars, hallways, etc.) and dimensions of the existing 

room or rooms and exterior premises requested to be licensed 

including dining rooms, function rooms, exterior premises and 

rooms in which  alcoholic beverages are to be stored; 

b)  the location of any proposed Bar Service Areas, and cocktail 

lounges (for innkeepers license only), or other area where 

patrons may stand while consuming alcohol; 

c)   areas in which seats or benches are to be securely fastened to 

the floor and areas in which the seats and tables are moveable; 

d) entrances and exits; 

e) kitchens and/or food preparation areas; 

f) take out areas; 

g) storage areas; 

h) restrooms;  

i) all rooms not being requested to be licensed shall be labeled as 

to their function, such as, kitchen, coatroom, lobby, etc.;  

j) total occupant load;  

k) areas where food trucks or other mobile food vendors may be 

parked for the purposes of serving patrons; and 

lk) other spaces, or in relevant cases, exterior premises for which 

approval of the Board for the sale of alcoholic beverages is 

requested.  Approval of the use of exterior space will only be 

allowed if there is a physical barrier and signage restricting the 

transportation or possession of any alcohol, wine, or malt 

beverage beyond the limitation of the barrier. 

 

4.4.4.2 The number and location of all seats, chairs, and stools upon or 

within the licensed premises must be approved in writing by the 

Board.  In no event shall the total number of seats, chairs, and 

stools upon the licensed premises exceed the maximum seating 

capacity nor the maximum occupancy capacity of the licensed 

premises. 



 

 

  

 

4.4.4.3 No physical alteration, the effect of which would be to constitute a 

change in the description of the licensed premises as shown on the 

license, shall be made without prior written approval of the Board. 

 

4.4.4.4 Outdoor seating shall be excluded from the seating capacity used 

to determine the type of license granted to applicant. 

 

4.5.5 Floor Plans – Off Premise Licenses (M.G.L. Ch 138 s. 15) 

 

4.5.5.1  Applicants for a package store license shall submit to the Board 

along with the application for license, an architectural floor plan, 

drawn to scale, that includes the following information, which will 

be clearly marked: 

 

a) the net floor area (net floor area shall be the area of the rooms 

measured between the interior walls exclusive of stairways, 

service bars, hallways, etc.) and dimensions of the existing 

room or rooms and exterior premises requested to be licensed; 

b) gross floor area of the premises and those portions of the 

premises proposed to be dedicated to the sale, storage or 

display of alcoholic beverages; 

c)  entrances and exits; 

d)   storage areas; 

e)   restrooms; 

f)   cash register areas. 

 

4.5.5.2 Applicants shall submit a plan for signage including window 

display signs. 

 

4.6 General and Miscellaneous Provisions 

 

4.6.1 No alcoholic beverages shall be taken from the building so approved in the 

licenses, with exception of approved exterior seating noted on floorplan, as 

noted in section 4.4.4.1 (lk). This does not apply to package stores and sales 

conducted pursuant to G.L. c.138, §19C or §19D. 

 

4.6.2 No licensee shall sell alcoholic beverages in any part of the premises not 

specified on itsthis license, including a license issued by the Alcoholic 

Beverages Control Commission only. No change of such area or location 

shall be made without prior written approval of the Select Board.  The 

licensed premises shall meet and fully comply with all health standards and 

regulations applicable to the sale of alcoholic beverages. 

 

4.6.3 The licensed premises must be well lighted at all times. 

 

4.6.4 There shall be no indecent or immoral entertainment on the licensed 

premises. 

 



 

 

  

4.6.5 Gambling, lotteries, or other illegal machines or games are prohibited except 

as otherwise permitted by law. 

 

4.6.6 The licensed premises shall be subject, at all times, to inspection by 

members of the Select Board, the Town Manager, Inspector of Buildings, 

Board of Health or its representatives, Police Department, Fire Department, 

or any other department or official of the town so directed by the Select 

Board. 

 

   4.6.7    Except for Farmer Series Pouring Permittees, fFood service shall be 

available in all areas where alcoholic beverages are to be served for 

consumption on premises. 

 

  4.6.8 Meals must be served on solid dinnerware with silverware accompanying 

the same. No paper plates or plastic cutlery is permitted.  Alcoholic 

beverages may be consumed only from glassware.  Package stores, Farmer 

Series Pouring Permittees, and one day licenses are excluded from this 

provision. 

 

4.6.9 No licensed restaurant, Farmer Series Pouring Permittee, or package store 

may permit the use of any amusement service such as electronic games on 

the premises.  

 

4.6.10 Service of alcoholic beverages shall be by a bartender/server/wait person 

(applicable to on premise licensees only, including Farmer Series Pouring 

Permittees). 

 

4.6.11 At all times that the licensed premises are open for the sale or service of 

alcoholic beverages, the licensee shall have on the premises a manager or 

assistant manager who has successfully completed an in-person alcoholic 

beverage server training program satisfactory to the Select Board.  The 

onsite manager/assistant manager shall be responsible for compliance with 

all applicable laws of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts concerning the 

sale of alcoholic beverages and the Town’s rules and regulations for the 

provision and consumption of alcoholic beverages. The designated 

manager/assistant manager shall have full authority to make decisions 

concerning the operation of the establishment. 

 

a) A current employee roster shall be available upon request to the Town 

for all licensed establishments.  It is the obligation of the licensee to 

inform all employees about the rules and regulations of the Needham 

Select Board, the Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission, and any 

and all applicable Massachusetts laws. 

 

b) Any employee engaged in the sale and handling of alcoholic beverages 

must complete Select Board approved courses in alcohol safety training 

and have on file with the licensee, and available for inspection by the 

Town, a copy of current training certification and proof of age. Licensee 



 

 

  

will provide an approved training program certificate of completion for 

the manager to the Town with the application. 

 

c) All managers, assistant managers, and bartenders shall be required to 

attend an in-person alcoholic beverage server training program 

satisfactory to the Select Board once every two years.  Newly hired 

employees shall complete a Town-approved training program upon 

employment, or provide proof of training certification at a Town-

approved course within the last three years.  In addition, all employees 

who are engaged with the direct handling, selling, storing or the 

preparation for the display of any alcoholic beverages are required to 

watch annually a Town-approved training video as part of the license 

renewal process. 

 

d)  No licensee shall allow any employee to sell, or participate in the 

stocking, handling, or preparation for sale of beverage alcohol until such 

employee has viewed a town-approved training video and signed a 

statement, a copy of which is to be maintained by the licensee, 

confirming that the employee has viewed that training video and that the 

employee acknowledges his/her obligation to abide by the rules and 

regulations of the Needham Select Board, the Alcoholic Beverages 

Control Commission, and Massachusetts laws regarding the sale of 

alcohol. 

 

4.6.12  Licensees shall make all reasonable and diligent efforts to ensure that 

loitering, disorder, disturbances or illegality of any kind does not occur at 

the licensed premises.  The licensee shall ensure that business in the licensed 

premises is conducted in a responsible manner so that no activity shall 

detract from the quality of life in the Town generally, or in the neighborhood 

in which the licensed premises are located.  The licensee may be held 

responsible for such activity, whether present or not. Licensees shall at all 

times maintain the immediate and surrounding area outside the licensed 

premises in a state of cleanliness and upkeep. 

 

4.6.13   The alcoholic beverage license must be prominently displayed and available 

for public viewing inside the premises. 

 

V. RULES AND REGULATIONS FOR THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES 

BY INNHOLDERS 

 

Subject to further limitations fixed or from time to time modified by the Select Board with respect 

to a particular license, the General Laws of Massachusetts and the regulations of the Alcoholic 

Beverages Control Commission, the following rules and regulations shall be in full force and 

effect: 

 

5.1 No application for an alcoholic beverage license shall be accepted except from 

qualified owners of a hotel having a dining room capacity of not less than ninety-

nine [99] persons and living capacity of not less than fifty [50] rooms. 

 



 

 

  

5.2 Each applicant shall submit to the Select Board with each application for a license a 

floor plan of the building or that portion of the building on which is clearly marked 

and designated the location of the proposed seating arrangement, service bars, 

dining rooms, function rooms or other rooms in which approval of the Select Board 

for the sale of alcoholic beverages is requested. 

 

5.3 Cocktail lounges are permitted with the approval of the Select Board but limited to 

approved areas by the Select Board with appropriate identification of the specific 

location documented by the Inspector of Buildings. 

 

5.4 The Service of alcoholic beverages to the room of any registered guest is prohibited 

unless otherwise authorized by the Select Board. 

 

 

VI. RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO THE SALE OF ALCOHOLIC 

BEVERAGES IN RESTAURANTS AND FUNCTION ROOMS 

 

Subject to further limitations fixed or from time to time modified or amended by the Select Board 

acting as the duly constituted Licensing Board of the Town of Needham with respect to this class 

of license, the General Laws of Massachusetts and the Regulations of the Alcoholic Beverages 

Commission, the following rules and regulations shall be in full force and effect: 

 

6.1 It is the policy and purpose of the Select Board acting as the Licensing Board of the 

Town of Needham to limit the issuance of alcoholic licenses as an accommodating 

and incidental part of a Common Victualler's primary and principal business 

endeavor of preparing and serving food to the public in a restaurant and function 

room. 

 

6.2 The issuance of alcoholic licenses will be utilized so as to both enhance the dining 

experience of individuals patronizing Needham restaurants and to foster the 

economic development of business areas in the Town by encouraging and 

promoting foot traffic in those areas where restaurants are located.  The Board will 

consider when deciding upon a license application the foregoing factors and any 

other matter deemed appropriate by the Board including by way of description but 

not limitation: proximity to residential neighborhoods, traffic, parking, 

appropriateness of menu and other aesthetic considerations including the physical 

layout of the interior of the establishment.  Licenses will not be granted to 

establishments whose principal business activity is fast food, take-out, or which has 

any “drive-through” component. 

 

6.3 No function room may be separately licensed. 

 

6.4 No alcohol license will be issued to any applicant unless such applicant is the 

licensee named in a common victualler's license and has operated a restaurant and 

function rooms for the twelve-month period immediately preceding the filing of an 

application.  When deemed appropriate by the Select Board this provision may be 

waived. 

 

Commented [IF1]: As a reminder, this does not 
apply to Farmer Series Pouring Permits.  



 

 

  

6.5 Service of food must be available in all areas in which alcoholic beverages are to be 

served. Where a function room is available, the service of alcoholic beverages is 

permitted as authorized herein and may be closed to the general public. 

 

VII. RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO CLUBS AND VETERANS 

ORGANIZATIONS SEEKING AND ISSUED ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE 

LICENSES WITHIN THE TOWN AUTHORIZED BY SPECIAL ACT OF THE 

GENERAL COURT (CHAPTER 3 OF THE ACTS OF 1977) 

 

Licenses issued by the Needham Select Board shall be subject to the minimum requirements of 

G.L. Chapter 138, Regulations of the Alcoholic Beverage Commission and the following 

regulations of the local Licensing Board and any amendments thereto hereinafter adopted: 

 

7.1 Every club applicant to be eligible to be licensed to sell any or all alcoholic 

beverages within the Town of Needham must be a corporation duly organized and 

existing under Chapter 180 of the General Laws of the Commonwealth of 

Massachusetts and has maintained club facilities for not less than three (3) years 

prior to the filing of an application.  The within provisions may be waived by the 

Licensing Board. 

 

7.2 Every Veterans organization to be eligible to be licensed to sell any and all alcoholic 

beverages within the Town of Needham must be duly chartered or authorized by the 

Laws of the United States or the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

 

7.3 Each applicant shall furnish the Licensing Board with a copy of its Charter or other 

legal evidence of its eligibility as herein specified when requested by the Licensing 

Board. 

 

7.4 Each eligible club and veteran’s organization must have the exclusive legal right to 

the possession and enjoyment of indoor facilities of not less than 2,000 square feet 

of floor space on one or more floors and which may consist of one or more rooms. 

 

7.5 Each licensee hereunder acting by and through its Board of Directors or other 

governing body shall appoint a manager or bartender who is of good moral 

character and a responsible person.  The manager or bartender will be in charge 

during open hours acting for and on behalf of the Board of Directors or other 

governing Board.  Acting for and on behalf of the Board of Directors the manager or 

bartender shall be responsible for the conduct of the members and guests, 

accountable for keeping order and the prevention of undue noise and disturbances 

on the licensed premises and the neighborhood. 

 

VIII.  RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO ONE-DAY SPECIAL EVENT 

LICENSES  

 

The Board will review requests for One-Day Special Event Licenses in accordance with section 

14 of Chapter 138 of the General Laws after receipt of the following documentation.  A public 

hearing is not required for the issuance of a One-Day Special Event License.   

 



 

 

  

8.1 Request for the sale of alcohol under a Special License is limited to between the 

hours of 11:00 a.m. and 12:00 a.m. on secular days and 12:00 p.m. and 12:00 a.m. 

on Sundays. 

 

8.2 One-Day licenses are exempt from the legal notice and publication requirements. 

 

8.3 No special event license will be granted to a licensed premise of any person whose 

application for a license is pending before the licensing authorities. 

 

8.4 No person shall be granted a special license for more than 30 days in a calendar 

year. 

 

8.5 Forms and documentation required for One-Day Special License: 

a) ABCC Notice of Approval of Special License (completed by the Town) 

b) Town of Needham Select Board Event Information Sheet 

c) Descriptive information about the event (invitation, flyer, letter of explanation, 

etc.) 

d) Written indication of the manner by which service, sale, delivery, and/or 

dispensing of alcoholic beverages are to be controlled. 

e) Written evidence of the owner’s permission to use the proposed licensed 

premises. 

f) Proof of Non-profit Status (if request is for all alcoholic beverages). 

g) Sketch/floorplan of the proposed licensed premises detailing where alcohol will 

be served, sold, delivered, and/or dispensed. 

h) Designation and identification in writing of all individuals who will serve, sell, 

deliver, and/or dispense alcoholic beverages and evidence of whether or not said 

individuals have completed in the past three years an appropriate Massachusetts 

alcoholic beverages server training program. 

i) Acknowledgement that the person holding the special license has purchased the 

alcoholic beverages from a licensed wholesaler/importer, manufacturer, farmer-

winery, farmer-brewery or special permit holder.  A person holding a section 14 

license cannot purchase alcoholic beverages from a package store. (MGL Ch. 

138, Sec 14, 23; 204 CMR 7.04) 

 

8.6 The One-Day Special Event Manager shall provide for the orderly and safe conduct 

of the event, shall be responsible for the proper sale, service, delivery, dispensing 

and consumption of alcoholic beverages, shall be physically present during the 

duration of the entire event and shall sign the Event Information Sheet.  The One-

Day Special Event Manager shall display such special One-Day License where sale 

of alcoholic beverages is taking place. 

 

IX. RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO PACKAGE STORES  

 (M.G.L. CH 138, SEC. 15) 

 

9.1 General Provisions 

 

9.1.1 Employees at the licensed premises on which a Section 15 license is 

exercised must be 21 years of age except that such licensees may 

employ a person under the age of 21 who does not directly handle, sell, 

Commented [IF2]: As a reminder, this does not 
apply to brew pubs or breweries, as those are 

licensed under the ABCC’s rules.  



 

 

  

store, or prepare for display any alcoholic beverages.  Notwithstanding 

the foregoing, food store employees 18 years of age or older may 

handle, store, or prepare any alcoholic beverages for display.  

 

9.1.2 No seating, chairs, stools, or tables for use by customers or patrons shall 

be placed or permitted by a retail package store licensee upon or within 

the licensed premises, or upon any area under the direction and control 

of the licensee. 

 

9.1.3 Where the liquor licenses are granted to serve the public, licensees shall 

be open to the public and, except in exigent circumstances, operate on 

all days and hours in accordance with the terms of the issued liquor 

license.  The closing of the licensed premises to the public, for a period 

of five (5) consecutive days or more, or for any period totaling ten (10) 

days during the calendar year without the prior approval of the Select 

Board may be deemed to be an abandonment of the Liquor License and 

sufficient grounds for revocation of the Liquor License.  

 

9.1.4 No consumption of alcoholic beverages shall be permitted on the 

premises outside of the licensed hours of operation. 

 

9.1.5 Licensees shall make all reasonable and diligent efforts to ensure that 

loitering, disorder, disturbances or illegality of any kind does not occur 

at the licensed premises.  The licensee shall ensure that business in the 

licensed premises is conducted in a responsible manner so that no 

activity shall detract from the quality of life in the Town generally, or in 

the neighborhood in which the licensed premises are located.  The 

licensee may be held responsible for such activity, whether present or 

not. 

 

9.1.6 Licensees shall at all times maintain the immediate and surrounding area 

outside the licensed premises in a state of cleanliness and upkeep. 

 

9.1.7 The licensing of liquor establishments, and what constitutes the public 

convenience in Needham, will be subject to the informed discretion of 

the Select Board.  In determining suitability for licenses, the Select 

Board will consider the proximity of the proposed premises to 

neighborhoods, especially residential neighborhoods, and other sensitive 

areas as determined by the Board. 

 

9.1.8 Section 15 licenses may be granted to food stores as defined in these 

regulations, but will not be granted to convenience stores. 

 

9.1.9 Alcohol-related signage displayed so that it is visible to the public will 

be limited.  As a condition of the license, the licensee will comply with 

the Town of Needham Sign By-law, as from time to time amended. 

 

9.1.10 Advertisement at local sporting events or school events and sponsorships 

of sporting teams where participant’s uniforms carry the name, logo or 



 

 

  

advertisement for any business which derives more than 25% of its gross 

revenues from the sale of alcoholic beverages is prohibited.   

 

9.1.11 “Nips” or bottles of spirits containing fewer than eight (8) fluid ounces 

shall not be located in an area directly accessible by customers, and shall 

be offered for sale upon the request of a customer from a location within 

the premises to which customers do not have direct access, such as 

behind a counter. 

 

9.2  Hours Of Operation  

 

9.2.1 For all deliveries conducted off the licensed premises, the licensee shall 

keep written records including the date of sale, quantities and sizes of 

items purchased, method of payment transaction, and name and address 

of purchaser.  In addition to the preceding requirements, the amount of 

the beverages that were delivered, the date and time of delivery, the 

signature of the person receiving the delivery and the type of 

identification card used to confirm age.  Such written records shall be 

maintained by the licensee within or upon the license premises for a 

period of not less than one year and must be readily available for 

inspection by the Town.    

 

 a)  Deliveries must be made during the operating hours of the store. 

 b)  Deliveries shall be made by persons no less than 21 years of age. 

c)  A copy of Off-Premises Transportation Permit, license to deliver 

issued by the ABCC, shall accompany application at time of 

submittal. 

 

9.2.2  All transactions for the sale of alcoholic beverages must be completed 

on or before the closing hour set out in this section.  

 

9.2.3 Hours for product deliveries to establishment and/or pick-up of bottle 

returns should be arranged so that activity does not interfere with the 

quiet enjoyment of the neighborhood. 

 

9.3 Consumption On Premises Prohibited Except Sample Tastings 

 

9.3.1 Consumption of alcoholic beverages within or upon the retail package 

store licensed premises, or upon any area under the direction and control 

of the licensee, by any person is strictly prohibited except for sample 

tasting. 

 

9.4  Limitations On Transferability Of Off-Premises Section 15 Licenses  

 

9.4.1  An application for a transfer of ownership at the same location or 

transfer of location may be granted by the Board after a public hearing 

in compliance with these regulations and state law. 

 

9.5  Food Store Alcohol License Requirements  



 

 

  

 

9.5.1  A food store is defined as a grocery store or supermarket, which sells at 

retail, food for consumption on or off the gross premises, whether alone, 

or in combination with grocery items or other non-durable items 

typically found in a grocery store and sold to individuals for personal, 

family or household use.  Such food store shall carry fresh and 

processed meats, poultry, dairy products, eggs, fresh fruits and produce, 

baked goods and baking ingredients, canned goods and dessert items.  

Notwithstanding the foregoing, a food store for the purposes of these 

regulations shall not be a convenience store, any business that sells 

gasoline, or a business which derives more than 25% of its gross 

revenues from the sale of alcoholic beverages.  The retail space used to 

display alcoholic beverages shall not exceed twenty-five percent (25%) 

of the total retail space on the premises.   The Select Board shall 

determine whether an applicant is a food store as set out herein and in 

compliance with any and all requirements.    

 

9.5.2 A convenience store is defined as an establishment that sells at retail 

food and other non-durable items to individuals more on a daily basis, 

such as but not limited to small quantities of food, candy, newspapers, 

and tobacco products.  Convenience stores are frequently open with only 

one staff member on duty at a time, are usually open later than 10:00 

p.m. and may or may not sell gasoline.  The Select Board reserves the 

right to consider each of these factors when determining if an applicant 

will be considered a convenience store. 

 

9.5.3  Any applicant for a Section 15 License (whether for an original 

application, change of ownership or change of location) must provide 

with the application materials, a floor plan evidencing the gross floor 

area of the premises and those portions of the premises proposed to be 

dedicated to the sale, storage or display of alcoholic beverages.  The 

licensee may not materially change the portions of its premises 

dedicated to sale, storage or display of alcoholic beverages without the 

approval of the Select Board.  The licensee may not be open for business 

except during its licensed hours for sale of alcoholic beverages unless it 

has applied for and received approval by the Select Board of plan to 

properly secure all alcoholic beverages on the premises from public 

access during that time. 

 

9.5.4  Regular sales and operation of the food store must continue during all 

times when the sales of wine and malt beverages are permitted.  

 

9.5.5 Package store licenses issued to food stores shall be limited to wine and 

malt beverages only. 

 

 



 

 

  

X. RULES AND REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO FARMER SERIES POURING 

PERMITTEES 

 

10.1 Applicants 

Applicants for a Farmer Series Pouring Permit shall hold a Farmer-Brewery 

License (G.L. c.138, §19C) from the ABCC at all times. If an Applicant for a 

Permit does not have a valid ABCC Famer-Brewery License at the time of 

Application, issuance of the Permit shall be conditioned on submittal of such 

ABCC license. 

 

10.2 Purpose 

The issuance of Farmer Series Pouring Permits shall be utilized so as to foster 

the economic development of the Town by encouraging and promoting 

patronage in those areas where Farmer Series Pouring Permittees are located.  

The Select Board shall consider when deciding upon a license application the 

foregoing factors and any other matter deemed appropriate by the Board 

including by way of description but not limitation: proximity to residential 

neighborhoods, traffic, parking, community engagement, and other aesthetic 

considerations including the physical layout of the interior of the establishment. 

 

10.3 Water Station 

At all times, there shall be a free, self-service water station for patrons and 

customers to use without staff assistance. This provision may be waived by the 

Select Board upon a showing of good cause and only if a sign is posted by the 

bar stating that tap water is available upon request and free of charge 

 

10.4 Occupancy 

Where required by the Select Board, the licensee shall delegate a staff member to 

keep and maintain an accurate count of all individuals occupying the premises to 

ensure compliance with building code occupancy limits. 

 

10.5 Food Service 

 The Permittee shall ensure that food service is available to its patrons at all times 

alcohol is served for on-premises consumption. The Permittee may satisfy this 

provision by (i) holding a Common Victualler’s license and operating a full-

service kitchen; (ii) arranging for food to be brought onto the premises by mobile 

food truck vendors, (iii) contracting with nearby restaurants, (iv) allowing 

patrons to have food delivered for consumption on the premises, or (v) such 

other arrangement as the Select Board deems appropriate. The Permittee shall 

submit a plan for food service with its application.  

 

 

XI.  VIOLATIONS – DETERMINATION OF PENALTIES 

 

110.1  Any violation of the Town's Liquor Regulations, Regulations of the Alcoholic 

Beverages Control Commission, and/or General Laws Chapter 138 may be grounds 

for action by the Select Board (Board), as Local Licensing Authority, including the 

modification, suspension, revocation, nonrenewal or cancellation of a license. 

 



 

 

  

110.2  In determining the appropriate action in any given case, the Board will consider the 

violation alleged, the facts of the case, other relevant factors including the licensee's 

prior record, and aggravating or mitigating circumstances. 

 

110.3  In ordering suspensions, the Select Board may, within its discretion, order a 

suspension with one or more days to be served and the remainder to be held in 

abeyance for such time as the Select Board may determine.  

 

110.4  A licensee shall have a right to notice and public hearing before modification, 

suspension, revocation, nonrenewal or cancellation of a license by the Board, except 

that the Board may under emergency circumstances as allowed by Law suspend the 

license pending hearing. 

 

110.5  A licensee may waive its right to hearing, and the Board in such cases may make 

findings and act without hearing on recommendation of the Town Manager.  The 

Board may, however, require that a hearing be held notwithstanding such a waiver, 

in which case the licensee shall have notice of hearing and an opportunity to be 

heard before action is taken on modification, suspension, revocation, nonrenewal or 

cancellation of a license, except that Select Board may under emergency 

circumstances as allowed by Law suspend the license pending hearing. 

 

110.6  On the days when Suspension of License is being served, the Licensee will publicly 

post at its public entrance(s) a notice of the Suspension in a form as the Board or 

Town Manager may direct. The Board may also post notice of violation hearings, 

findings, decisions, and orders to the Town’s website and Town’s social media. 

 

110.7  The town conducts, and expects to continue to conduct, routine compliance checks 

of licensees, including, but not limited to, service to underage persons checks using 

agents of the Needham Police Department. 

 

110.7.1 The following schedule of recommended discipline is a guideline 

intended to illustrate the range of disciplinary action that the Select 

Board may impose for service to underage violations identified in 

compliance checks. The Select Board is not limited by these guidelines 

and may impose greater or lesser discipline based on consideration of 

the violation alleged, the facts of the case, other relevant factors 

including the licensee's prior record, and aggravating or mitigating 

circumstances 

 

110.7.2 In calculating the number of prior offenses under this guideline, the 

Select Board will consider determined violations occurring within the 

five (5) years preceding the date of current violation. 

 

110.7.3 Compliance Check Violation Guideline Penalties: 

 

110.7.3.1 FIRST OFFENSE:  

 Written warning, or Suspension of one day. 

 

110.7.3.2  SECOND OFFENSE:  



 

 

  

 Suspension, one to three days. 

 

110.7.3.3  THIRD OFFENSE:  

 Public hearing required. 

 Suspension, three to five days. 

 

110.7.3.4  FOURTH OFFENSE:  

 Public Hearing required. 

 Suspension, Five (5) to Ten (10) Days  

 Licensee shall be required as a condition of the license to 

provide the Board with a satisfactory written plan, under 

signature of the manager of record and any person or entity 

holding more than a 10% ownership interest in the license, to 

assure that a further offence will not occur.   

 

110.7.3.5  FIFTH OFFENSE: 

 Public hearing required. 

 Minimum ten (10) day suspension. Based on relevant 

circumstances as determined by the Board, the Board may 

order a longer suspension of any length, imposition of 

conditions on or other modifications of the license, 

disqualification of the manager of record, compulsory 

initiation by the licensee of transfer of ownership to a 

responsible party to be approved by the Board, non-renewal, 

or revocation of the license. 
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Existing Select Board Regulations 

Proposed Additions to  
Select Board Regulations 

Business Type  Package Store Restaurant  Brew Pub 
 

Microbrewery 
 

State (ABCC)  
Liquor License type  

M.G.L. c.138, §15 M.G.L. c.138, §12 M.G.L. c.138, §19D  
Pub Brewery license  

M.G.L. c.138, §19C Farmer-
Brewery license  

Local (Select Board) 
Liquor License type  

§15 - Package Store All 
Alcoholic Beverages or 
Package Store Wine and 
Malt Beverages License  

§12 - Restaurant All 
Alcoholic Beverages or  
Restaurant Wine and Malt 
Beverages License 

§12 - Restaurant All Alcoholic 
Beverages or  
Restaurant Wine and Malt 
Beverages License 

§19C - Farmer Series Pouring 
Permit 

Local license counts 
towards Town quota?  

Yes Yes  Yes  No  

On-premises 
consumption allowed?  

No 
 

Yes (per local license) Yes (per local license); can sell 
malt beverages that they 
produce, and other forms of 
alcohol made by others (subject 
to if they have an All Alcohol vs. 
Wine and Malt license)   

Yes (per local permit); can only 
sell malt beverages produced by 
the brewery or produced for the 
brewery and sold under the 
brewery brand (per state)  

Off-premises 
consumption allowed?  

Yes (per local license) “To go” alcohol currently 
allowed under state law 
until April 1, 2023. 
Restrictions apply.  

Yes (per state license); can sell 
what they produce to licensed 
wholesalers, manufacturers, 
and retailers. Can sell by the 
bottle (not to exceed 2 gallons) 
direct to consumers for off-
premises consumption. “To go” 
alcohol currently allowed under 
state law until April 1, 2023. 
Restrictions apply. 

Yes (per state license);  
can sell what they produce to 
licensed wholesalers, 
manufacturers, and retailers, as 
well by the bottle direct to 
consumers. 

Abutter notifications Same rules apply to all. Same rules apply to all. Same rules apply to all. Same rules apply to all. 

Violations/penalties   Same penalties apply to all 
(see Select Board Policy, 
Section XI)  

Same penalties apply to all 
(see Select Board Policy, 
Section XI)  

Same penalties apply to all (see 
Select Board Policy, Section XI)  

Same penalties apply to all (see 
Select Board Policy, Section XI)  

Alcohol Safety Training 
Requirements  

Same for all (see Section 
4.6.11)  

Same for all (see Section 
4.6.11) 

Same for all (see Section 4.6.11) Same for all (see Section 4.6.11) 
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Existing Select Board Regulations 

Proposed Additions to  
Select Board Regulations 

Business Type  Package Store Restaurant  Brew Pub 
 

Microbrewery 
 

Food requirement, % 
of sales restrictions 

n/a   Yes, must hold a Common 
Victualler’s license; 
alcohol sales cannot 
exceed 35% of total sales. 

Yes, must hold a Common 
Victualler’s license; alcohol sales 
cannot exceed 35% of total 
sales.  

Permittee must ensure that food 
service is available to patrons at 
all times that alcohol is served for 
on-premises consumption. 
Permittee can operate a kitchen, 
partner with a food truck or 
other restaurant, allow for 
patrons to bring food in or 
another arrangement subject to 
Select Board approval.  No % of 
sales restrictions.  

Hours of operation Monday - Saturday:  
9 am - 10 pm;  
Sunday: 12 pm - 6 pm; 
unless otherwise 
determined by the Select 
Board.  
 
 

Monday - Saturday:  
11 am - 11 pm;   
Sunday: 10 am - 11 pm; 
unless otherwise 
determined by the Select 
Board.  
  

On-premises consumption:  
Monday - Saturday:  
11 am - 11 pm  
Sunday: 10 am - 11 pm; unless 
otherwise determined by the 
Select Board. 
 
Set by ABCC - Sales for off-
premises consumption:  
8am and 11pm or between 8am 
and 11:30pm on any day 
immediately preceding a legal 
holiday, except when otherwise 
restricted by the ABCC. 

On-premises consumption:  
Monday - Saturday:  
11 am - 11 pm  
Sunday: 10 am - 11 pm; 
unless otherwise determined by 
the Select Board. 
 
Set by ABCC - Sales for off-
premises consumption:  
8am and 11pm or between 8am 
and 11:30pm on any day 
immediately preceding a legal 
holiday, except when otherwise 
restricted by the ABCC. 

Fees See fee schedule See fee schedule Recommendation to align with 
Restaurant fees (either All 
Alcoholic or Wine/Malt based 
on Section 12 license type)  

Recommendation to add a 
Farmer Pouring License Fee for 
clarity and set the rate to match 
the Restaurant wine/malt fee.  

 



Schedule of Town of Needham  
 FEES 

 
 
       CALENDAR YEAR 2022   
 

 
      
  Town of Needham Fees:  Checks payable to Town of Needham 
 

ON PREMISE ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGE  
   
  $2,262 Innholders   
  $2,012 Restaurants - All Alcoholic 

  $   750 Restaurants –Wine /Malt        
  $   255 Clubs     

 $   150 New License/Transfer License (On Premise & Off Premise Licenses) 
 $   100 Change in License (On Premise & Off Premise Licenses) 
   Includes:   Change of Manager 
     Pledge of License/Stock 
     Alteration of Premises 
     New Officer/Director 
     Change of Corporate Name or D/B/A 
     Most other changes   
 

OFF PREMISE PACKAGE STORE 
 
Initial      Renewal 
$3,500 $2,500 Retail Package Goods Store, All Kinds of Alcoholic Beverages 
$3,000 $2,000 Retail Package Goods Store, Wine & Malt Beverages Only 

 
MISC. LICENSES/PERMITS 

 
Automatic Amusement   $     50 each machine 
Bowling       $     10 each lane 
Class I and Class II    $   200 
Common Victualler Licenses  $   100  
Innkeeper     $     25 
Livery          $     25 
Lodging License    $     50 
One-Day Special Liquor License   $     25 
Pool Table      $     25 
Sunday Public Entertainment         $   100 
Weekday Public Entertainment      $   100 
Road Race     $     25 
Second Hand Articles     $     25 
Sunday Entertainment      $   100 
Taxi       $     10 each cab 
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Proposed Breweries in Needham 

Frequently Asked Questions  
 

Why is the Town of Needham considering allowing breweries? 

Breweries continue to rise in popularity and according to the Massachusetts Brewers Guild, there is no 

indication that the market will be oversaturated with them anytime soon.  They are a destination 

business and help draw visitors from a wide geographic area which will help benefit other local 

businesses.  A brewery would add to the diversity of Needham’s business inventory and would help 

infuse new energy into a commercial or industrial area in town.  A new brewery would also potentially 

generate thousands of dollars in meals tax for the Town.  

Why does the Town need to adopt special zoning to allow for breweries? 

The Town’s zoning regulations do not currently allow the multiple types of uses at one site that would 

be requested by a brewery - such as producing, serving, and botting of its beer, food service, retail sales, 

and live entertainment.  An amendment to the Town’s zoning bylaws would allow for multiple uses on 

one site.   

Where will breweries be located in Needham? 

The Planning Board will hold a public hearing on this zoning change in late summer/early fall to discuss 

the proposed zoning districts in which a brew pub or microbrewery would be allowed. The goal is for the 

zoning amendment to be included on the warrant for Town Meeting in October.   

What is the difference between a brew pub and a microbrewery? 

A brew pub is essentially an eat-in restaurant that also brews and sells its own beer.  A microbrewery 

has a different business model in which the production and sale of beer is the primary use.  

Will breweries be required to serve food? 

Under the proposed changes to the Select Board’s alcohol regulations, a brew pub must operate 

similarly to a full-service restaurant while a microbrewery will be required to make food available, 

however, it may be supplied by a food truck visiting the establishment, through an outside caterer, 

through the sale of pre-packaged food items, and/or by the limited menu of food items that are 

prepared by the microbrewery on site.  

Who licenses the manufacturing of beer in Massachusetts? 

To open a brewery in Massachusetts, a prospective brewer must first select a site and show proof to 

federal and state regulators that the zoning at the site allows for such use. The business then seeks 

federal approval from the Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (ATTTB) to manufacture alcohol. 

After this federal permit is obtained, the business must then apply to the Massachusetts Alcoholic 

Beverages Control Commission (ABCC) for a license to manufacture and distribute their beer. There are 

two state licensing options, under M.G.L. c.138, a 19C Farmer-Brewery license or a 19D Pub Brewery 

license.  Under these licenses, the ABCC determines all conditions relative to the production and sale of 

alcohol for off-premises consumption.  
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What authority does the Town of Needham have to regulate breweries?  

The Select Board is the local licensing authority for the Town of Needham. All breweries must be 

granted a license from the Select Board to sell alcohol to consumers for on-premises consumption. A 

Pub Brewery licensee (brew pubs) would seek a Section 12 license from the Select Board, the same 

license required by restaurants to serve alcohol in Needham. A Farmer-Brewery licensee 

(microbreweries) must obtain a Farmers Series Pouring Permit from the Select Board. The proposed 

changes to the Board’s regulations adds a new section to create rules and regulations applicable to 

Farmer Series Pouring Permittees (see Section X).    

Will the liquor license granted to a brewery be counted towards the Town’s license quota from the 

state?  

A microbrewery will be required to obtain a different type of license from the Town, a section 19C 

Farmers Series Pouring Permit, which will not count towards the Town’s quota of liquor licenses.  Brew 

pubs will be required to obtain a section 12 liquor license from the Select Board which is the same type 

of license required by restaurants in Needham to serve alcohol, therefore, it will count towards the 

Town’s quota of liquor licenses.   

Will breweries be treated the same as restaurants as it relates to alcohol service standards and safety 

requirements? 

Yes.  The same regulations that are required of restaurants which have alcohol licenses will also be 

required of both brew pubs and microbreweries including hours of operation for on-premises 

consumption, alcohol safety training requirements for staff and managers, penalties for license 

violations, and licensing fees.  

What will be changing for existing alcohol license holders? 

There in one proposed change to the Select Board’s alcohol regulations that would impact existing 

alcohol license holders. This change is in section 4.6.12, which would require that “Licensees shall make 

all reasonable and diligent efforts to ensure that loitering, disorder, disturbances or illegality of any kind 

does not occur at the licensed premises.  The licensee shall ensure that business in the licensed 

premises is conducted in a responsible manner so that no activity shall detract from the quality of life in 

the Town generally, or in the neighborhood in which the licensed premises are located.  The licensee 

may be held responsible for such activity, whether present or not. Licensees shall at all times maintain 

the immediate and surrounding area outside the licensed premises in a state of cleanliness and 

upkeep”. 

How can I comment on the Select Board’s draft policy changes to its alcohol regulations?  

The Select Board is holding a public hearing on Tuesday, June 28 at 5:45 PM in Town Hall and via Zoom. 

Written comments will also be accepted through Friday, July 15. Please e-mail otm@needhamma.gov 

with the subject line “Brewery Comments.”   
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Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE: 6/28/2022 

 

Agenda Item Public Hearing: Dangerous Dog Hearing (continued from 
April 13, 2022) 
 

Presenter(s) Diana Rasoul-Agha, Dog Owner  
 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
Chief Schlittler has requested that the Select Board hold a dangerous dog 
hearing in accordance with MGL c. 140 Section 157 and Town By-Law 3.7.5 on 
a complaint about a dog by the name of “Axel” residing at 233 West Street in 
Needham. 
 

2. VOTE REQUIRD BY SELECT BOARD 
 

Suggested Motion: “Move that the Board take the following action _______.” 
 
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

a. Select Board Hearing Order, Dated April 20, 2022 
b. Select Board Hearing Order, Dated January 13, 2022 

 

 
 















 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE: 6/28/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item Sign Order of Taking for Town Way (Form 3) for: – Hutter 
Ridge Road 

Presenter(s)  Thomas Ryder, Town Engineer 
 

 
 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

Hutter Ridge Road has been accepted as a town way at the May 2022 Town 
Meeting.  Hutter Ridge Road is located off of Webster Street.   
 

 2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 

Suggested Motion: 
 
“That the Board vote to approve and sign the Order of Taking for Town Way 
(Form 3) for Hutter Ridge Road.” 
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

1. Original of Forms 3 for Hutter Ridge Road 

2. Copy of Form 2 for Hutter Ridge Road 

3. Copy of Acceptance Plan of Hutter Ridge Road 

 

 



  Town of Needham 
            IN SELECT BOARD 

 

         FORM 3 

 

WHEREAS, in the opinion of Select Board of the Town of Needham the public 
necessity and convenience require that a town way be laid out, in the location hereinafter described, which is 
substantially the present location of a way known as Hutter Ridge Road  

from Webster Street  

to end – distance of 651 feet westerly  

WHEREAS, said Select Board, having first complied with all preliminary requirements described by law, held a 
hearing at 6:00 o’clock P.M. of the 26th day of April 2022 

WHEREAS said Select Board did on the 26th day of April 2022 approve said layout, verified by our signatures, 
as shown on the plan dated March 2, 2022, attached hereto and by reference made a part thereof. 

It is thereby   

ORDERED that said Hutter Ridge Road 

From Webster Street 

To End - a distance of 651 feet westerly 

Be and the same is hereby laid out, under the provisions of law authorizing the assessment of betterments as a 
town way of the Town of Needham as shown on said plan, and it is further 

ORDERED that an easement in and over the following described parcel of land be and the same is hereby 
taken for all purposes of a town way. 

 

Hutter Ridge Road Description 

Beginning at a  drillhole in a concrete bound in the westerly sideline of Webster Street , a public way as 
accepted in 1910, Thence running N4°-55’-10”W a distance of 59.67 feet to a drillhole in a concrete bound at the point 
of curvature of a curve having a radius of 20.00 feet and a central angle 83°-30’-32”; thence running northwesterly and 
westerly by said curve a distance of 29.15 feet to a drillhole in a concrete bound at the point of tangency of said curve; 
thence running N88°-25’-42”W a distance of 196.62 feet to a drillhole in a concrete bound at the point of curvature of a 
curve having a radius of 400.00 feet and a central angle of 15°-01’-02”; thence running westerly and southwesterly by 
said curve a distance of 104.84 feet to a drillhole in a concrete bound at the point of tangency of said curve; thence 
running S76°-33’-15”W a distance of 225.00 feet to a drillhole in a concrete bound at the point of curvature of a curve 
having a radius of 50.00 feet and a central angle of 255°-31’-14”; thence running southwesterly, westerly, northwesterly, 
northerly, northeasterly, easterly and southeasterly by said curve a distance of 222.98 feet to a drillhole in a concrete 
bound at the point of reverse curvature of a curve having a radius of 30.00 feet and a central angle of 75°-31’-21”; 
thence running southeasterly, easterly, and northeasterly by said curve a distance of 39.54 feet to a drillhole in a concrete 
bound at the point of tangency of said curve; thence running N76°-33’-15”E a distance of 147.54 feet to a drillhole in a 

Order of Taking for 
Town Way and 

Betterment 
Assessments (to be 

filed at Registry) 

 



concrete bound at the point of curvature of a curve having a radius of 440.00 feet and a central angle of 9°-28’-
54”;thence running northeasterly and easterly by said curve a distance of 72.81 feet to a drillhole in a concrete bound at 
the point of compound curvature of curve having a radius of 440.00 feet and a central angle of 5°-32’-08”;thence 
running easterly and southeasterly by said curve a distance of 42.51 feet to a drillhole in a concrete bound at the point of 
tangency of said curve; thence running S88°-25’42”E a distance of 187.51 feet to a drillhole in a concrete bound at the 
point of curvature of a curve having a radius of 20.00 feet and a central angle of 96°-29’-28”; thence running 
southeasterly, easterly, northeasterly, northerly, and northwesterly by said curve a distance of 33.68 feet to a drillhole in a 
concrete bound, at the point of tangency of said curve; thence running N4°-55’-10”W a distance  of 7.79 feet to a 
drillhole in a stone bound, said bound being in the westerly side of Webster Street; thence turning and running by said 
Webster Street S4°-55’-10”E a distance of 88.31 feet to a drillhole in a concrete bound; thence running by said Webster 
Street S4°-55’-10”E a distance of 59.67 feet to the point of beginning. 

For further reference, see plan to be recorded herewith entitled: “Acceptance plan of Hutter Ridge Road; in 
Needham, MA; scale 1 in.=30 feet; Thomas P. Ryder, Town Engineer, Date March 2, 2022”. 

 

The following named persons and mortgagees are believed to be the owners of the fee thereof and said Select 
Board do hereby assess and award as the damages sustained by said owners of land, rights and interests caused by the 
laying out, grading and construction of said way, whether for land taken or for damages to the remining lands: 

Lot # Owners Residences Address Amount 
7 Scott and Barbara St. John 25 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 

MA 02492 
None 

6 Igor Kozhemiakin 18 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

5 50 Hutter Ridge Road Realty 
Trust,  

Samuel Sichko, Trustee 

50 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

4 Joseph P. and Pamela P. Fallon 44 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

3 Kelli T. and Christopher D. 
Connors 

40 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

2 David and Dara Grossman 26 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

1 Nicholas Scola 522 High Rock Street, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

U Petrini Corp. and Southfield 
Assoc. 

187 Rosemary Street, Needham, MA 
02494 

None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And the Select Board hereby adjudge that all abutting lots on said Hutter Ridge Road  

from Webster Street, westerly  

to end – a distance of 651 feet  

as shown on said plan which is attached hereto and made a part hereof, will receive benefit or advantage 
other than the general advantage to the community from said improvement. 

And it is hereby estimated that the several abutting lots shown on said plan will be assessed the following 
amounts:- 

 

Lot # Owners Residences Address Amount 
7 Scott and Barbara St. John 25 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 

MA 02492 
None 

6 Igor Kozhemiakin 18 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

5 50 Hutter Ridge Road Realty 
Trust,  

Samuel Sichko, Trustee 

50 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

4 Joseph P. and Pamela P. Fallon 44 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

3 Kelli T. and Christopher D. 
Connors 

40 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

2 David and Dara Grossman 26 Hutter Ridge Road, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

1 Nicholas Scola 522 High Rock Street, Needham, 
MA 02492 

None 

U Petrini Corp. and Southfield 
Assoc. 

187 Rosemary Street, Needham, MA 
02494 

None 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



And it is further 

 ORDERED:  That the trees located within the proposed berm upon the land taken for purposes of 
town way are hereby taken and are not to be removed by abutting owners.  But, other trees, structures and 
fences appurtenant thereto which may obstruct the construction of said way are not taken and the owners are 
allowed sixty (60) days from the adoption of this order to remove the same. 

 

Select Board of Needham _________________________________________ 
Marianne B. Cooley, Chair 
 
 

   _________________________________________ 
Marcus A. Nelson, Vice Chair 
 
 

   _________________________________________ 
    Kevin Keane, Clerk 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
Heidi Frail, Member 
 
 

_________________________________________ 
Matthew Borrelli, Member 

___________ June 28,  2022 

 









 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  6/28/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item  Town Manager’s Report 
 

Presenter(s)  Kate Fitzpatrick, Town Manager 
 

 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 

The Town Manager will update the Board on issues not covered on the agenda.  
 

 
  
 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

 

 

 

 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

 
none 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

  
MEETING DATE:  6/28/2022 

 

Agenda Item Committee Reports 
 

Presenter(s) Board Discussion 
 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 

Board members may report on the progress and / or activities of their 
Committee assignments.   
 

 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

  

 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

 
None 
 

 

 

 



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  6/28/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item  Executive Session 
 

Presenter(s)   
 

 
 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 
1.) Exception 3: Potential Litigation  

 
2.) Exception 2:  Strategy in Preparation for Negotiations with Non-Union 

Personnel 
 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

Exception 3:  To discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining or 
litigation, if an open meeting may have a detrimental effect on the bargaining 
or litigating position of the public body and the chair so declares. 
 
 
Exception 2:   To conduct strategy sessions in preparation for negotiations 
with non-union personnel. 
 
Not to return to Open Session prior to adjournment 
 
3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 

  
 
None. 
 

 
 
 



Appointee Committee Term Expiration
Peter Friedenberg Board Of Appeals 6/30/2025
Jon Schneider Board Of Appeals 6/30/2025
Jeanie Martin Commission on Disabilities 6/30/2025
Tatiana Swanson Commission on Disabilities 6/30/2025
Janet C Bernardo Conservation Commission 6/30/2025
Peter Oehlkers Conservation Commission 6/30/2025
Jeremy Halpern Council of Economic Advisors 6/30/2025
Bob Hentschel Council of Economic Advisors 6/30/2025
Richard Putprush Council of Economic Advisors 6/30/2025
Michael Wilcox Council of Economic Advisors 6/30/2025
Richard M. Reilly Sr. Golf Course Advisory Committee 6/30/2025
Laura W. Dorfman Historical Commission 6/30/2025
Don Lankiewicz Historical Commission 6/30/2025
Jennifer Howard Schroeder Human Rights Committee 6/30/2025
Cynthia A Ganung Human Rights Committee 6/30/2025
Kerry Hurwitch Human Rights Committee 6/30/2025
Lee Newman Metropolitan Area Planning Council 6/30/2025
Marcus J. Hughes Needham Community Revitalization Trust Fund 6/30/2025
Eric Valentino Needham Community Revitalization Trust Fund 6/30/2025
Bill Dermody Needham Community Television Development Corporation 6/30/2025
Michael A. Fraini Needham Community Television Development Corporation 6/30/2025
Tom Loughran Needham Community Television Development Corporation 6/30/2025
William F. Connors Solid Waste Disposal/Recycling Advisory 6/30/2025
Kerry Hurwitch Technology Advisory Board 6/30/2025
Tom Loughran Water/Sewer Rate Structure Committee 6/30/2025
John Tallarico Water/Sewer Rate Structure Committee 6/30/2025

Appointee Committee Term Expiration
Dave Herer Conservation Commission 6/30/2025
Nathaniel Hyman Human Rights Committee 6/30/2023
Lisa Mesicek Human Rights Committee 6/30/2023
John Terry MWRA Advisory Board 6/30/2023
Wendy Segal Needham Council for Arts and Culture 6/30/2025
John Terry Water/Sewer Rate Structure Committee 6/30/2023
Massiel Gallardo Youth Commission 6/30/2024

Reappointments

New Appointments



1

2
3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13
14

15

16

17

A B C D E F

Business/Organization 

Name

Business 

Owner/Executive 

Director's Name

Business Physical 

Address Business Type 

Amount 

Requested

Brief Description of How Grant Will Be 

Used

2nd Hand Rose Lauri Chmielewski 937 Great Plain Ave. retail $10,000 Rent 

Bagels' Best, Inc. Danny Seti 113 Chapel St. food service/restaurant $10,000 Equipment upgrade

Closet Exchange Robert Stark 906 Great Plain Ave. retail $10,000 

Operating costs including payroll, rent, utilities, 

and inventory

The Farmhouse 

Restaurant

Gabriel Sanchez 

Luz, Dora Tavel-

Sanchez Luz 970 Great Plain Ave. food service/restaurant $10,000 

Operating costs including payroll, rent and 

utilities

Gari Japanese Fusion 

Bistro Gary Huang 1019 Great Plain Ave. food service/restaurant $10,000 

Operating costs such as rent and utilities and 

high inventory costs

Hazel's Bakery Steven Barton 459 Great Plain Ave. food service/restaurant $10,000 

Recruitment of new staff and payroll for 

existing staff 

La Moda Salon Mario Piccirilli 951 Great Plain Ave. hair salon $5,000 

Operating costs including payroll, rent, utilities, 

and inventory

Needham Community 

Council Sandra Robinson 570 Hillside Ave. non-profit organization $10,000 

Operating costs including payroll, rent and 

utilities

Needham House of Pizza Arthur Tzouros 914 Great Plain Ave. food service/restaurant $10,000 Operating costs including rent and payroll

Needham Shoe Repair Sarkis Besnilian 91 Chapel St. shoe repair $5,000 

Operating costs including payroll, rent and 

utilities

Plugged In Band Program

Sandra Rizkallah, 

Executive Director 40 Freeman Place non-profit organization $10,000 

COVID Prevention - Improving ventilation and 

other physical improvements (e.g., plexiglass 

barriers) to protect our teachers and students 

during music classes.

Three Crown Jewelers

Sandra and Bertil 

Wikstrom 943 Great Plain Ave. retail  and jewelry/clock repair $10,000 

Operating costs including payroll, rent and 

utilities

Tin Rabbit Decor Hilary Chandler 85 Chapel St. retail $2,500 Operating costs: rent and inventory

Town House of Pizza Agapi Sfakianakis 892 Highland Ave. food service/restaurant $5,000 

Operating costs including payroll, rent and 

utilities

W.O.W. INC. Erica DeMarco 1110 Great Plain Ave.  retail  $10,000 

Operating costs including payroll, rent and 

utilities

Total Grant Requests 

for Round 2 $127,500 
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