




 
PROCLAMATION 

 
 

WHEREAS: The Town of Needham is a welcoming community and is a good place 
to live; and 

 
WHEREAS: Needham recognizes and values diversity of its residents and people 

everywhere; and 
 
WHEREAS: Needham recognizes and values the contribution that each and every 

resident makes to work, improve recreation, and civic life in our Town; 
and 

 
WHEREAS: LGBTQIA+ members of our Town are full and participating members 

of our community; and 
 
WHEREAS: We all appreciate the rich tapestry of ethnic, cultural, racial, sex, and 

gender identities of the residents of our Town; and 
 
WHEREAS: LGBTQIA+ teens are at especially high risk of experiencing 

discrimination, mistreatment and even violence, and have increased 
suicide rates, and the Town is committed to ensure that they are safe, 
valued, and supported. 

 
NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that June, 2022 be declared Pride Month in the Town 
of Needham and that all residents be encouraged to recognize and acknowledge the 
contributions of the LGBTQIA+ members of our community as we continue to advance the 
principles of liberty, equality, and inclusivity for all. 
 

Signed this 24th Day of May 2022 
 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
Select Board of Needham             
 



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  5/24/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item Public Hearing: Eversource Grant of Location: 463 South 
Street 
 

Presenter(s) Joanne Callender, Eversource Representative  
 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
Eversource Energy requests permission to install approximately 17 feet of 
conduit in South Street.  This work is necessary to provide electric service to 
463 South Street, Needham, MA.   
 
The Department of Public Works has approved this petition, based on 
Eversource Energy’s commitment to adhere to the Town’s regulation that all 
conduit installed must be 3” schedule 40 minimum; and, that when buried, 
that conduit must be placed at 24” below grade to the top of the conduit.  
 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

  
Suggested Motion: That the Select Board approve and sign a petition from 
Eversource Energy to install approximately 17 feet of conduit in South Street. 
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED  
  

 
a. DPW Petition Review 
b. Letter of Application 
c. Order 
d. Petition 
e. Petition Plan 
f. Photos of Site 
g. Notice Sent to Abutters 
h. List of Abutters 

 





















 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
    NOTICE 
To the Record 
 
You are hereby notified that a public hearing will be held at 6:00 p.m. on 
May 24, 2022, via Zoom and in person at Powers Hall, Town Hall, 1471 
Highland Avenue, Needham, MA 02492 upon petition of Eversource 
Energy dated April 27, 2022 to install approximately 17 feet of conduit in 
South Street.  This work is necessary to provide electric service to 463 
South Street, Needham, MA.   
 
A public hearing is required, and abutters should be notified. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this petition, please contact Joanne 
Callender, Eversource Energy representative at (781) 314-5054. 

 
Marianne B. Cooley 
Marcus A. Nelson  
Kevin Keane  
Matthew D. Borrelli 
Heidi Frail 

 
 

SELECT BOARD 
 
 
You are invited to a Zoom webinar. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85709594208?pwd=VWUvUkUyWDNBYnN4Zk
1tM0dLSlcvUT09 
Passcode: 323051 
Webinar ID: 857 0959 4208 
 
 
 
 
 
Dated: May 11, 2022  
 

 



parcelid own1 own2 careof addr1 addr2 cityname statecode zip
199/201.0-0058-0000.0 KENNEDY, WILLIAM J., JR & KENNEDY, WANITA D 450 SOUTH ST NEEDHAM MA 02492-
199/202.0-0007-0000.0 SHAHRAM, VAHID & SHAHRAM, ANNA H 449 SOUTH ST NEEDHAM MA 02492-
199/202.0-0008-0000.0 HANDIN, ROBERT I. & HANDIN, MARCIA REW 15 UNION ST BOSTON MA 02108-
199/202.0-0043-0000.0 CLOONAN, MICHAEL J. & CLOONAN, KRISTEN G. 7 CANTERBURY LN NEEDHAM MA 02492-
199/202.0-0054-0000.0 BEREJIK, PHILIP & BEREJIK, DANIELLE 17 CANTERBURY LN NEEDHAM MA 02492-
199/201.0-0054-0000.0 WARD, ROBERTA L 436 SOUTH ST NEEDHAM MA 02492-
199/201.0-0059-0000.0 TADROS, CHRISTINE & BOUTROS, BASSEM 470 SOUTH ST NEEDHAM MA 02492-
199/202.0-0009-0000.0 MCCARTHY, DAN G. & MCCARTHY, LINDA 28 MARR RD NEEDHAM MA 02492-



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:    05/24/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item Public Hearing: Alteration of Premises for an All-Alcohol 
License in a Restaurant – Latin-A Group, LLC dba Latina 
Kitchen 

Presenter(s) Antonio De Trizio, Manager 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
Latin-A Group, LLC dba Latina Kitchen, located at 30 Dedham Avenue, 
currently holds an All-Alcohol liquor license. The current licensed premises is: 
2,940 square feet in an open concept space with kitchen, bar, and dining space 
on the main level, and kitchen preparation and alcohol storage in the 1,500 
square foot lower level.  
 
The applicant has submitted an amendment to expand the licensed premises to 
include: a 700 square foot outdoor seating area located in the alley next to the 
restaurant. 
 
The applicant’s Special Permit amendment for use of the patio for outdoor 
dining has been submitted and approved by the Design Review Board and 
Planning Board, and is currently in the appeals period for the latter. 
 
A legal notice was advertised in the Hometown Weekly on May 19, 2022 and 
abutters were notified. All supporting documentation appears to be in order. 

 2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

 
Suggested Motion:  That the Board vote to approve the Amendment 
for Alteration of Premises application received from Latin-A Group, 
LLC dba Latina Kitchen, contingent upon final approval of special 
permit from the Planning Board and (if so approved), vote to 
forward the Amendment application to the ABCC for review and final 
approval.   
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

a. Amendment Application  
b. Proof of Occupancy and Lease 
c. Design Review Board Approved Floor Plan 
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TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

d. Planning Board Approval (in appeals period) 
e. Legal Notice 
f. Abutter Listing 

 

 







































































































SIMON II ASSOCIATES  LLC C/O  COPLEY 
INVESTMENTS COMPANIES  
10 NEWBURY ST  
BOSTON, MA 02116 
 

 S-BNK NEEDHAM CENTRE, LLC   
961 GREAT PLAIN AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 BROOKLINE DEVELOPMENT CORP LLC 
C/O 50 DEDHAM AVE LLC  
93 FISHER AVE  
BROOKLINE, MA 02445 
 

TOMMASINO, ROBERT C, TR C/O 
STUART ROTHMAN  
907 MASSACHUSETTS AVE  
CAMBRIDGE, MA 02139 
 

 ALPHI LLC   
596 CENTRAL AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 ATB REALTY LLC C/O DR. THOMAS 
BARTZOKIS  
2867 BANYAN BLVD CIR NW  
BOCA RATON, FL 33431 
 

NEARY, GLEN, TRUSTEE GREAT REALTY 
TRUST  
990 GREAT PLAIN AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 FIRST OF MANY, LLC   
P.O. BOX 281  
NATICK, MA 01760 
 

 HEALY, MARTHA M   
81 DEDHAM AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

SULLIVAN, JAMES M, TRUSTEE C/O 
SULLIVAN & CO INC  
PO BOX 850918  
BRAINTREE, MA 02184-0918 
 

 1478 HIGHLAND AVENUE CO., LLC C/O 
WALGREEN CO.  
PO BOX 1159  
DEERFIELD, IL 60015 
 

 EIP PICKERING STREET LLC   
PO BOX 1083  
HICKSVILLE, NY 11802-1083 
 

KATZ, JEFFREY A. & GARY M., TRUSTEES 
AJ REALTY TRUST  
1004 GREAT PLAIN AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 HARTMAN, FREDERICK M TR. FAK 
NEEDHAM REALTY TRUST  
919 GREAT PLAIN AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 KATZ, JEFFREY A. & GARY M., 
TRUSTEES, AJ REALTY TRUST  
1004 GREAT PLAIN AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

COX, GILBERT W. JR. TR. COX REALTY 
TRUST  
60 DEDHAM AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 BELIBASAKIS, EMMANUEL G. & 
BELIBASAKIS, IRENE  
33 CHAPEL ST  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 905 GREAT PLAIN AVENUE LLC   
C/O THE MAKIN GROUP INC  
BROOKLINE, MA 02445 
 

HEALY, MICHAEL T.   
73 DEDHAM AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 BRIGGS, GRAHAM R. + JANE C., TRS C/O 
EAST FAMILY TRUST  
45 HOOVER RD  
NEEDHAM, MA 02494 
 

 SULLIVAN, JAMES M, TRUSTEE C/O 
SULLIVAN & CO INC  
P. O. BOX 850918  
BRAINTREE, MA 02184-0918 
 

QUINNAN, JOSEPH P   
888 GREAT PLAIN AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 TOWN OF NEEDHAM TOWN HALL  
1471 HIGHLAND AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 BROMLEY-NEEDHAM LLC   
144 GOULD ST SUITE 152  
NEEDHAM, MA 02494 
 

FIRST PARISH IN NEEDHAM - 
UNITARIAN   
23 DEDHAM AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH   
858 GREAT PLAIN AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

 FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST   
870 GREAT PLAIN AVE  
NEEDHAM, MA 02492 
 

     



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE: 5/24/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item Public Hearing: Modification, Suspension or Revocation 
of Alcohol License - Zucchini Gold LLC d/b/a The Rice 
Barn  

Presenter(s) Chalermpol Intha, Manager 
 

 
 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
The Board will hold a public hearing on the possible modification, suspension 
or revocation of the alcoholic beverage license issued to Zucchini Gold, LLC 
d/b/a The Rice Barn.   
 
 

2. VOTES REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

 
Suggested Motions:  
 

Motion 1: That the Select Board find sufficient evidence that Zucchini Gold, LLC, 
d/b/a The Rice Barn, located at 1037 Great Plain Avenue in Needham and its 
licensed manager Chalermpol Intha violated: 

.  
204 CMR 2.05(2) permitting an illegality to occur on premises, to wit, failure 
to comply with the Summary Suspension Order of the Town of Needham 
Public Health Division dated April 20, 2022; and  

 
204 CMR 2.05(8) maintaining the premises in an unsanitary manner as 
detailed in the Summary Suspension Order of the Town of Needham Public 
Health Division dated April 20, 2022. 

 
Motion 2:  That the Select Board, pursuant to M.G.L. c.138 sections 23 and 64, 
suspend forthwith the license of Zucchini Gold, LLC d/b/a The Rice Barn, 
located at 1037 Great Plain Avenue in Needham, with the term of the suspension 
to run for 30 days commencing when the Needham Public Health Division or 
Board of Health reinstates the licensee’s food establishment permit, for violating 
204 CMR 2.05(2) permitting an illegality to occur on the premises, to wit, failure 
to comply with a Summary Suspension Order of the Town of Needham Public 
Health Division dated April 20, 2022 and 204 CMR 2.05(8) maintaining the 
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TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

premises in an unsanitary manner as detailed in said Summary Suspension 
Order. 

 
Motion 3:  That the Select Board vote to authorize the Town Manager to draft 
and send notice of the Select Board’s decision to the licensee with a copy to the 
Alcoholic Beverages Control Commission. 
 

3. Back Up Information Attached 
  

a.  Notice of Hearing, M.G.L. c.138, §23 and §64 and 204 CMR 2.05(2) And 
204 CMR 2.05(8) 

 
b. Summary Suspension Order M.G.L. c.111, §30 and 105 CMR 590.014(C) 

 

 
 
 











 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE: 5/24/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item Public Hearing – Dangerous Dog Hearing (continued from 
April 13, 2022) 
 

Presenter(s) Diana Rasoul-Agha, Dog Owner  
 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
Chief Schlittler has requested that the Select Board hold a dangerous dog 
hearing in accordance with MGL c. 140 Section 157 and Town By-Law 3.7.5 on 
a complaint about a dog by the name of “Axel” residing at 233 West Street in 
Needham. 
 

2. VOTE REQUIRD BY SELECT BOARD 
 

Suggested Motion: “Move that the Board take the following action _______.” 
 
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

a. Email update with pictures from Diana Rasoul-Agha, dated May 18  
b. Email update with pictures from Diana Rasoul-Agha, dated May 13  
c. Select Board Hearing Order, Dated April 20, 2022 
d. Select Board Hearing Order, Dated January 13, 2022 

 

 
 



1

Myles Tucker

From: Myles Tucker
Sent: Friday, May 20, 2022 2:44 PM
To: Myles Tucker
Subject: FW: Axel Rasoul-Agha

 
 

From: Diana Rasoul-Agha > 
Date: Wednesday, May 18, 2022 at 5:00 PM 
To:

> 
Cc: Jeremy Cohen  
Subject: Fwd: Axel Rasoul-Agha 

 
Hi Chief, 
Please refer below to the email sent from Dr. Bright in regards to Axel's Behavioral evaluation.  
I have sent Dr. Bright screen shots of the Vet bill of the injured dog, but they need access to the actual Vet records.I 
believe its at the town's possession.  
 
Thanks  
Diana 
---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Bright, Terri > 
Date: Wed, May 18, 2022 at 4:40 PM 
Subject: Axel Rasoul-Agha 
To: Jeremy Cohen > 
Cc: Allen, Zipora  
 

Thank you for these records.  However, is it possible to get the vet records for the injured dogs?  These pictures are not 
very clear and it is hard to tell the extent of the injuries.   

  

Terri 

  

Terri Bright, Ph. D., BCBA-D, CAAB 

Director of Behavior Services 

MSPCA-Angell 
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“A long time ago it became impossible for me to know it all, so I had to become specialized. I console myself over that limitation with a truth that 
experience has taught me: the more deeply one goes into a specialized topic, the more one realizes how intimately that topic is related to everything 
else.” - Murray Sidman 
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Myles Tucker

From: Myles Tucker
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2022 4:57 PM
To: Myles Tucker
Subject: FW: Update

 

From: Diana Rasoul-Agha  
Date: May 13, 2022 at 12:45:10 PM EDT 
To: John Schlittler  

 Update 

 
 

---------- Forwarded message --------- 
From: Diana Rasoul-Agha > 
Date: Thu, May 12, 2022 at 2:18 PM 
Subject: Update 
To:  
Cc: Jeremy Cohen  
 

Download full resolution images 
Available until Jun 11, 2022 
 
Hi Chief,  
Please refer below to the attached photos for the finished pen. The photos also show that there is a roof 
and rebar build around the pen and its at over 2 feet depth to prevent possible digging.  
 
Dog houses arrive next Wednesday.  
 
Chestnut Stree Animal Hospital Vet also recommended the same people that attorney Cohen 
recommended,  The MSPCA Angell  , Axel’s Vet also mentioned that they are highly professional. I have 
left a voice mail for them and waiting to hear back from to schedule a behavioral consultation for Axel.  
Axles vet also asked me to call back next Tuesday if I did not hear from them by then about scheduling a 
surgery with Dr. Fisher.  
 
Still working on figuring out the Insurance part.  
 
Thanks  
Diana Rasoul-Agha 
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Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE: 5/24/2022 

 

Agenda Item Remote Participation by Members of Public Bodies  
 

Presenter(s) Katie King, Assistant Town Manager/Operations  
 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
Since the start of the pandemic, the State has provided certain flexibilities to 
the Open Meeting Law (M.G.L. c.30A, §§18-25). Those flexibilities are set to 
expire on July 15, 2022. As of this date, all public bodies will be required to 
provide in-person access for the public and all members of public bodies would 
be required to attend meetings in person. The Town can adopt a policy under 
940 CMR 29.10 to allow members of public bodies to participate remotely in 
limited circumstances.  
 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

 
 Discussion only.  
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

 
a. Memo and Draft Policy - 5/20/2022 
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Great Plain Room, and the Highland Room in Town Hall, the Charles River Room at the Public Services 

Administration Building, the Broadmeadow Performance Center, and more.  

The value of in-person interactions cannot be understated and remains the preferred option for 

meaningful and productive dialogue and relationship-building. However, the Town has experienced the 

benefits of offering remote options through increased opportunities for resident engagement, reduced 

barriers to participation, and more accessible meetings. Remote options have and will continue to 

protect the health and well-being of meeting participants, especially those at highest risk. To maintain 

these benefits, I recommend that the Board adopt a Member Remote Participation Policy to outline 

the acceptable scope of remove participation by members of local public bodies within the Town of 

Needham.  

The Attorney General’s regulations for implementing the Open Meeting Law “strongly encourages 

members of public bodies to physically attend meetings whenever possible” but include allowances for 

remote participation by members of a public body.3  If the Town allows board and committee members 

to participate remotely, the Open Meeting Law still requires a quorum of members (including the chair 

or a person designated to chair the meeting) to attend in-person and permits remote member 

participation "only if physical attendance would be unreasonably difficult.”  

The Town may adopt a policy that is more restrictive than the state regulations and may revoke the 

policy at any time. The policy would apply to all local public bodies in Needham, except the Retirement 

Board, regional and county public bodies, who can approve their own remote participation policies, 

subject to state regulations.  

Below is a proposed Member Remote Participation Policy for your consideration. This policy aligns with 

940 CMR 29.10 and is substantially similar to policies adopted in Dover, Medfield, Medway, Sharon, and 

Westwood. I would appreciate your feedback on the entire policy but particularly on the options 

highlighted in Section 4, which varied across comparable communities.  

This policy applies to the remote participation of Town board and committee members only, not to how 

members of the public attend open meetings. Over the last two years, many Needham residents have 

experienced the benefits of being able to access and participate in public meetings remotely and watch 

recordings of public meetings, which are uploaded to the Town’s YouTube page. I recommend that the 

Select Board encourage all boards and committees to continue providing a means for the general public 

to view and participate in public meetings remotely and have recordings made available to the public.  

  

 
3 940 CMR 29.10: https://www.mass.gov/regulations/940-CMR-2900-open-meetings 
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DRAFT - 5/20/2022 

Town of Needham Select Board 
 

Policy Number:   SB-ADMIN-008 

Policy:   Member Remote Participation in Public Meetings   

Date Approved:   

Date Revised:   

 

Approved: 

 

_____________________________Chair, Select Board 

 

Section 1. Purpose  

 

The Office of the Attorney General’s Open Meeting Law regulations at 940 CMR 29.10 allow members of 

public bodies, in limited circumstances, to participate remotely in meetings. While all members of Town 

boards and committees are strongly encouraged to attend meetings in person whenever possible, the 

regulations and this policy seek to promote greater participation in government meetings by allowing 

members to participate remotely when physical attendance would be unreasonably difficult. 

 

The intent of this policy is to establish clear guidelines on the practice of remote participation by Town 

boards and committees under the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. c.30A, §§18-25. Under the enabling 

authority of 940 CMR 29.10(8), a municipality may adopt a policy that prohibits or further restricts the 

use of remote participation by public bodies within its jurisdiction. 

 

This policy applies to the remote participation of Town board and committee members only, not to how 

members of the public access open meetings. The Select Board encourages all boards and committees 

to provide a means for the general public to view and participate in public meetings remotely and have 

recordings made available to the public.  

 

Section 2. Policy  

 

2.1 The Select Board, on [DATE], voted to adopt this policy and to authorize the Town manager to 

approve remote participation for meetings of all local public bodies within the municipality. In 

accordance with 940 CMR 29.10(3), the Town’s adoption of remote participation can be revoked 

at any time.  
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2.2 In accordance with 940 CMR 29.10(2)(g) and M.G.L. c.30A, §20(e), a local commission on 

disability may by majority vote of the commissioners at a regular meeting authorize remote 

participation applicable to a specific meeting or generally to all of the commission's meetings. If 

a local commission on disability is authorized to utilize remote participation, a physical quorum 

of that commission's members shall not be required to be present at the meeting location; 

provided, however, that the chair or, in the chair's absence, the person authorized to chair the 

meeting, shall be physically present at the meeting location. The commission shall comply with 

all other requirements of law. 

 

2.3 This policy and 940 CMR 29.10 shall apply to all Town boards, committees, commissions, 

subcommittees and working groups regardless of whether such public bodies are appointed or 

elected.  

 

2.4 Where the Remote Participation Policy is more stringent than 940 CMR 29.10, the Policy shall 

control. 

 

Section 3. Minimum Requirements for Remote Participation  

 

3.1 Members of the public body who participate remotely and all persons present at the meeting 

location shall be clearly audible to each other, as required by M.G.L. c.30A, §20(d).  

 

3.2 A quorum of the body, including the chair or, in the chair’s absence, the person authorized to 

chair the meeting, shall be physically present at the meeting location, as required by M.G.L. 

c.30A, §20(d). 

 

3.3 Members of the public body who participate remotely must have access to the same materials 

being used at the meeting location. 

 

3.4 Members of public bodies who participate remotely may vote and shall not be deemed absent 

for the purposes of M.G.L. c.39, §23D. 

 

Section 4. Permissible Reasons for Remote Participation  

 

It is the express desire of the Select Board that remote participation in meetings be an infrequent 

event, for both individual board members and Town Boards and Committees as a whole. Chairs of public 

bodies are encouraged to interpret these rules in a strict fashion and to continue to induce all members 

to attend meetings in person as a general rule, due to the inherent benefits of physical presence in a 

meeting. 

 

**POLICY OPTIONS FOR SELECT BOARD DISCUSSION:  

• A Board member may attend a meeting through electronic conferencing if physical attendance 

would be unreasonably difficult.  

• A Board member may attend a meeting through electronic conferencing if their physical 

presence at the meeting is prevented due to extenuating circumstances such as:  
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o personal illness or disability;  

o a family or other emergency;  

o military service;  

o geographic distance (due to personal employment or business with public body.) 

• Chairs are encouraged to inform their colleagues that remote participation will not be permitted 

simply as a matter of convenience.  

• No member of a board or committee will be allowed to join the board or committee meetings 

remotely more than 25% of the time (1 out of 4 meetings) except in extraordinary 

circumstances. This provision must be met from the fourth meeting of the board or committee 

on (i.e., a member can only remotely participate in one of the first four meetings of the board or 

committee). 

 

The chair or the person designated to chair the meeting may decline to allow remote participation that 

is not consistent with the terms of this policy; any such determination shall be final and shall not be 

appealable. 

 

Section 5. Acceptable Methods of Remote Participation  

 

5.1 Accommodations shall be made for any public body member who requires TTY service, 

video relay service, or other form of adaptive communications. 

 

5.2 Telephone, internet, or satellite enabled audio or video conferencing are all acceptable 

methods of participation. 

 

5.3 Other technology that enables the remote participant and all persons present at the 

meeting location to be clearly audible is acceptable. When video technology is in use, the 

remote participant shall be clearly visible to all persons present in the meeting location. 

 

5.4 The Town does not guarantee that sufficient technology for remote participation will be 

available for any given meeting.  

 

5.5 Any costs incurred by a remote participant will not be reimbursed by the Town. 

 

Section 6. Procedures  

  

6.1 Any member of a public body who wishes to participate remotely shall, at least 48 hours or 

as soon as reasonably possible prior to the meeting, notify the chair or person chairing the 

meeting of their desire to do so and the reason for and facts supporting their request. 

 

6.2 Prior to the meeting the chair shall make every effort to ensure the equipment is available 

and functioning properly. If the required equipment is not available then the chair shall deny 

the request for remote participation. 
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6.3 At the start of the meeting, the chair shall announce the name of any member who will be 

participating remotely and the reason for their remote participation. This information shall 

also be recorded in the meeting minutes. 

 

6.4 All votes taken during any meeting in which a member participates remotely shall be by roll 

call vote.  

 

6.5 If technical difficulties arise as a result of utilizing remote participation the chair should 

suspend discussion while reasonable efforts are made to correct any problem that interferes 

with remote participant’s ability to hear or be heard clearly by all persons at the meeting 

location.  

 

6.6 If communication problems inhibit the progress of the meeting, the chair must decide 

whether to continue the meeting, suspend the meeting, or terminate the participation of 

the remote participant. In the event that more than one member remotely participates, the 

chair shall evaluate each connection separately and may elect to terminate the participation 

of one or more of the remote participants should technical difficulties inhibit the progress of 

the meeting. The meeting minutes must reflect any such decision.  

 

6.7 If technical difficulties result in a remote participant being disconnected from the meeting, 

that fact and the time at which the disconnection occurred and subsequent reconnection if 

achieved shall be noted in the meeting minutes. If a public hearing occurs after 

disconnection, the member shall be noted as absent. 

 

6.8 Remote participants shall preserve the confidentiality of the executive session. The remote 

participant shall state at the start of any such session that no other person is present and/or 

able to hear the discussion at the remote location, unless presence of that person is 

approved by simple majority vote of the public body, and that the session is not being 

remotely recorded by any device. 

 

 

 

 



 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  5/24/2022 

 

Agenda Item Home Rule Petition: Off-Premises Alcohol Licenses  
 

Presenter(s)  Kate Fitzpatrick, Town Manager 
 

 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

H4283, the Needham liquor license bill, is currently before the House 
Committee on Bills in the Third Reading.  The Committee has proposed an 
amendment to the bill.  Because this amendment would make substantive 
changes, the Town must submit a letter from the Town Clerk stating that the 
Select Board voted to approve the amendment before it can be approved in the 
House. 
 
I have reviewed the floor amendment with Town Counsel, and we have 
determined the following: 
 

 The Town’s authority to issue licenses for off-premises consumption 
comes from Chapter 207 of the Acts of 2012.  Section 2 of this Act limits 
the number of off-premises licenses to 8 (6 all alcohol licenses and 2 
wine and beer licenses).   

 
 The special legislation authorized by Article 10 of the October 2021 

Special Town Meeting stated that notwithstanding anything contained 
in Chapter 207 of the Acts of 2012, the Town could issue licenses in the 
amounts allowed by M.G.L. c.138, §17.  Adoption of this legislation 
would increase the number of licenses to correspond to the statutory 
quota.    

 
 The floor revision instead amends Chapter 207 of the Acts of 

2012.  Specifically, it deletes Section 2 (containing the 8-license cap) and 
replaces it with a new section that states M.G.L. c.138, §17 will govern 
the number of licenses that the Town may issue.  Adoption of this 
legislation will similarly increase the number of licenses to correspond 
to the statutory quota.    
 

We believe the end result is the same and recommend your approval.  The 
amendment also retains the requirement that this change must be approved by 
the voters at the ballot; that part remains unchanged.   
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2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 

 
Suggested Motion:  That the Select Board vote to approve the language of the 
amendment relative to H4283 as follows: 
 
“SECTION 1. Chapter 207 of the acts of 2012 is hereby amended by striking out 
section 2 and inserting in place thereof the following section:- 
 
Section 2. Section 17 of chapter 138 of the General Laws shall govern the 
number of licenses that may be granted pursuant to this act. The licensing 
authority may establish the days and hours during which the license may 
operate. Except as otherwise provided in this act, such licenses shall be subject 
to the provisions of said chapter 138.  
 
SECTION 2. Notwithstanding any general or special law to the contrary, this 
act shall be submitted for acceptance by the voters of the town of Needham at 
an annual or special election in the form of the following question:  “Shall an 
act passed by the General Court in the year 2022, entitled ‘An Act authorizing 
the town of Needham to grant additional licenses for the sale of alcoholic 
beverages not to be drunk on the premises’ be accepted?”  Below the question 
shall appear a fair and concise summary of the act prepared by town counsel 
and approved by the select board.  If the majority of votes in answer to the 
question is in the affirmative, section 1 shall take effect, but not otherwise. 
 
SECTION 3. Section 2 shall take effect upon its passage.”; 
 
and by striking out the title and inserting in place thereof the following title:- 
An Act authorizing the town of Needham to grant additional licenses for the 
sale of alcoholic beverages not to be drunk on the premises.” 

 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

 
a. Chapter 207 of the Acts of 2012 
b. Article 10 of the October 25, 2021 Special Town Meeting (Home Rule 

Petition) 
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Acts (2012)

Chapter 207

AN ACT RELATIVE TO AUTHORIZING THE TOWN OF
NEEDHAM TO AUTHORIZE THE SALE OF ALL ALCOHOLIC

BEVERAGES NOT TO BE DRUNK ON THE PREMISES.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same as follows:

SECTION 1. Notwithstanding section 11 of chapter 138 of the
General Laws or any other general or special law to the contrary, the
board of selectmen of the town of Needham shall cause to be placed
on the ballot at a regular or special election the following question:- 
“Shall the licensing authority in the town of Needham be authorized to
grant licenses for both the sale of all alcoholic beverages in packages
not to be drunk on the premises and the sale of wine and malt
beverages in packages not to be drunk on the premises?” 
Below the ballot question shall appear a fair and concise summary of
the ballot question prepared by the town counsel and approved by the
board of selectmen. If a majority of the votes cast in answer to that
question is in the affirmative, the town of Needham shall be taken to
have authorized the granting of licenses for the sale of all alcoholic
beverages not to be drunk on the premises and the sale of wine and
malt beverages not to be drunk on the premises.
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SECTION 2. The number of licenses shall be limited to 6. Beginning
January 1, 2018 the number of licenses shall be limited to 8 but at no
time shall there be in effect more than 6 licenses for the sale of all
alcoholic beverages. The remaining licenses shall be limited to the
sale of wines and malt beverages. The licensing authority may
establish the days and hours during which the license may operate.
Except as otherwise provided herein, such licenses shall be subject to
the provisions of said chapter 138.
SECTION 3. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Approved, August 3, 2012.







 

 
Select Board 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  5/24/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item  Town Manager’s Report 
 

Presenter(s)  Kate Fitzpatrick, Town Manager 
 

 
 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
The Town Manager will update the Board on issues not covered on the agenda.  

 
 
  
 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

 
 
 

 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

 
none 
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TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  5/24/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item 557 Highland Avenue Project 
 

Presenter(s) Board Discussion 
 

 
 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 
 
The Board will discuss comments that it may wish to submit to the Planning 
Board as part of the permitting process for the 557 Highland Avenue project.    
Items that have been raised with the Board to date include the amount of 
parking that is proposed, recreational improvements, access to the proposed 
community use path from Needham Heights to Newton, sustainable 
development, and others.   
 
2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 

 
 
Discussion Only 
 
3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 

  
 

a. Letter to the Planning Board from the Bay Colony Rail Trail Association 
dated May 17, 2022. 
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May 17, 2022 
 
Mr. Paul Alpert, Chairman 
Needham Planning Board 
Public Services Administration Building 
500 Dedham Ave. 
Needham, MA 02492 
 
RE: Traffic Planning for Development at 557 Highland Avenue 
 
Dear Mr. Alpert, 
 
On behalf of the Bay Colony Rail Trail Association (BCRTA), a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization that partnered with the Town to create the Needham Rail Trail, we are writing 
in regard to the planning efforts associated with the proposed Highland Science Center at 
557 Highland Avenue, the site of the former Muzi Motors property. Specifically, the 
BCRTA is interested in the planning discussions underway involving bicycle and 
pedestrian traffic around the proposed site. 
 
While we are encouraged that some bicycle and pedestrian accommodations were included 
in the Environmental Notification Form (ENF) submitted by VHB on behalf of Bullfinch, 
we are concerned that inadequate attention was given to the active initiatives to evaluate 
and develop the former MBTA ROW that crosses Gould St just north of the 557 Highland 
Ave property.  
 
In fact, in promising to “to coordinate with the Town of Needham to fund a study 
evaluating the feasibility of converting the former railroad ROW into a shared-use path”, 
the authors of the 591-page ENF report seem to be unaware of the passage of 
Massachusetts Bill H.4269 in December 2021, in which $200,000 of the State’s ARPA 
funding has been allocated for a “feasibility and preliminary design study for a bicycle and 
pedestrian trail between the town of Needham and the city of Newton via a new 
community bridge spanning state highway route 128, the existing rail bridge spanning the 
Charles River and connecting to the Newton Upper Falls Greenway and Needham 
Heights.” Note: we believe the language of the bill has been expanded to consider buses on 
the corridor. 
 
We feel that it would be short-sighted to consider the scope of the 557 Highland Avenue 
project without due consideration of the adjacent former MBTA ROW property and the 
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possibility of converting the ROW to a community trail. The mutual benefits to each 
initiative are considerable and failure to coordinate the efforts could result in a lost 
opportunity for a major community amenity and alternative non-automobile link to the 
Highland Science Center and beyond. 
 
For example, the Environmental Notification Form mentions a Gould St. pedestrian 
crossing at the site of the MBTA ROW, yet this reference does not consider the 
requirements for such a crossing in the context of a shared-use path linking Needham 
Heights and Newton Upper Falls. 
 
The BCRTA was founded in 2010 with a vision to convert the unused railway corridor, on 
both the south side of Needham, as well as the north, connecting with Newton. We have 
worked collaboratively with the Town ever since, focusing first on the south section of the 
unused MBTA ROW between High Rock St. and the Charles River. With the ARPA 
funding, as well as the development of 557 Highland Ave. property, the time has come to 
focus on the north section of the unused corridor. 
 
As dedicated and successful advocates for shared-use paths in Needham and nearby 
communities, experienced in coordinating the many factors in their design and 
development, we are eager to continue our collaboration with the Town in this effort. We 
would respectfully request the opportunity to participate in a coordinated design effort 
around Gould St., particularly as it relates to the broader multi-modal traffic considerations 
in the area and the development of a Needham Heights community trail on the former 
MBTA ROW. 
 
We very much appreciate the opportunity to inform the Planning Board of our concerns 
and would welcome the opportunity to discuss these issues with the Board at the 
appropriate time.  
 
Sincerely, 

James Goldstein and Tad Staley  

James Goldstein and Tad Staley 
Current President and Founder, Bay Colony Rail Trail Association 
 
 
cc. Needham Board of Selectmen 
      Needham Town Manager 
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TOWN OF NEEDHAM 
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MEETING DATE:  5/24/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item Committee Reports 
 

Presenter(s) Board Discussion 
 

 
 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
Board members may report on the progress and / or activities of their 
Committee assignments.   
 
 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

  
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

 
none 
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AGENDA FACT SHEET 

 
MEETING DATE:  5/24/2022 

 
 

Agenda Item  Executive Session 
 

Presenter(s)   
 

 
 

1. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF TOPIC TO BE DISCUSSED 

 
1.) Exception 6: Interest in Real Property 

 

2. VOTE REQUIRED BY SELECT BOARD 
 

 
Exception 6: To consider the purchase, exchange, lease, or value of real  
property if the chair declares that an open meeting may have a detrimental 
effect on the negotiating position of the public body. 
 
Not to return to Open Session prior to adjournment 
 

3. BACK UP INFORMATION ATTACHED 
  

 
None. 
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