
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM, MASSACHUSETTS 
 

Minutes of Meeting 

December 14, 2016 
 

PRESENT: Gary Crossen - Chair, Mark Gluesing – Vice Chair, Peter Pingitore, Paul Alpert, 

Artie Crocker, Chris Gerstel, Robert Boder 
 

ABSENT:  Ron Furman 
 

STAFF:  Patricia Carey, Staff Liaison 

   Kristen Wright, Recording Secretary 
 

GUESTS:  Andrea Carter, School Committee Representative  

Alice Ingerson, Newton Community Preservation Program 
    

Mr. Crossen called the meeting to order at 7:30PM in the Highland Room at Town Hall.  
 

Chairman’s Updates:   

Mr. Crossen reviewed the discussion about changing the start time of the Community Preservation 

Committee from 7:30pm to 7:00pm. The Committee determined that the start time should remain at 

7:30pm.  
 

Determination of Eligibility:  

Mr. Crossen asked the CPC to review each project under the rules of the legislation to determine 

whether it is eligible to be considered for funding.  Those that are eligible will have a liaison appointed 

to work with the proponents and gather information to help the CPC determine later in the winter 

whether to recommend for funding to Town Meeting.   
 

FY2017-6 Echo Bridge Railings  

This request is for $250,000 for the reconstruction of the railings on Echo Bridge, requested under 

Historic Preservation. Mr. Crossen invited Alice Ingerson to share on behalf of the Newton 

Community Preservation Committee. Ms. Ingerson stated that at their last meeting the Newton CPC 

voted 8-0 to accept a full proposal regarding this project in Fall 2017 and shared the potential schedule. 

Mr. Boder stated that the Needham Historic Preservation Committee met with the proponents and 

voted its support as an historic project, but did not discuss how it can be funded. Mr. Gluesing made a 

motion that this proposal was eligible for CPA funding.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Gerstel and was approved 7-0.   
 

FY2017-1 Rosemary Recreation Complex 

This request is for $12,000,000 for the Rosemary Recreation Complex construction, requested under 

Recreation.  Mr. Alpert made a motion that this proposal was eligible for CPA funding.  The 

motion was seconded by Mr. Gerstel and was approved 7-0.   
 

FY2017-2 Rosemary Lake Sediment Removal 

This request is for $2,100,000 in funds to remove sediment that has been building up in Rosemary 

Lake from Rosemary Brook and Sportsman’s Pond, requested under Open Space. Mr. Alpert made a 

motion that this proposal was eligible for CPA funding.  The motion was seconded by Mr. 

Gerstel and was approved 7-0.   
 

FY2017-3 Cricket Field Renovations 

This request is for $285,000 in funds for Cricket Field renovations, requested under Open Space and 

Recreation. Ms. Carey stated that the renovations would be similar to the ones that were previously 

done at Walker-Gordon, Newman, and Greene’s Field. Mr. Gluesing made a motion that this 
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proposal was eligible for CPA funding.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Gerstel and was 

approved 7-0.  

  

FY2017-4 Hillside School Walking Trails 

This request is for $210,000 in funds to construct a trail walk behind the new Hillside School, 

requested under Open Space and Recreation. Mr. Boder asked how much the trails were currently 

used. Ms. Carey stated that there is not an actual count, but most shown sign of use. Mr. Gluesing 

stated the new site would be similar to the Newman project with trails near the school playing fields.  

Mr. Alpert made a motion that this proposal was eligible for CPA funding.  The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Gerstel and was approved 7-0.   
 

FY2017-5 Needham Accessible Reservoir Trail 

This request is for $860,000 in funds to construct a fully accessible perimeter trail around the Needham 

Reservoir, requested under Open Space and Recreation. Mr. Alpert made a motion that this 

proposal was eligible for CPA funding.  The motion was seconded by Mr. Gerstel and was 

approved 7-0. 
 

FY2017-7 Preservation of Open Space – Purchase of Land 

There is no current parcel under consideration, so this is a placeholder request.   
 

Appointment of Liaisons:   
FY2017-1 Rosemary Recreation Complex – Mark Gluesing and Gary Crossen 

FY2017-2 Rosemary Lake Sediment Removal – Paul Alpert  

FY2017-3 Cricket Field Renovation – Artie Crocker and Mark Gluesing  

FY2017-4 Hillside School Walking Trail – Peter Pingitore 

FY2017-5 Needham Accessible Reservoir Trail – Robert Boder and Ron Furman 

FY2017-6 Echo Bridge Railings – Chris Gerstel 

FY2017-7 Preservation of Open Space – Purchase of Land – None Appointed 
 

Next Steps:   Mr. Crossen stated that the next steps would be for liaisons to reach out to the 

proponents by January 11
th

 to gain a better understanding of their proposal. Questions about each 

project will be submitted to Ms. Carey so she can forward to the proponents. Each proposal will then 

be scheduled for discussion at a January or February meeting.    
 

Minutes: October 26, 2016:  
Mr. Gerstel made a motion to approve the minutes of the October 26, 2016 meeting and the motion 

was seconded by Mr. Gluesing. The minutes were approved, with a vote of 5-0-2. 
 

Adjournment:  

Mr. Gluesing made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:06PM.  Mr. Alpert seconded the motion and 

the meeting adjourned at 8:06PM.    

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Kristen Wright, 

Recording Secretary 
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