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LEGAL NOTICE 

Planning Board, 

TOWN OF NEEDHAM 

NOTICE OF HEARING 

 

In accordance with the provisions of M.G.L., Chapter 40A, S.5, the Needham Planning Board will hold a 

public hearing on Tuesday, February 27, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. in the Charles River Room, Needham Public 

Services Administration Building, 500 Dedham Avenue, Needham, MA, as well as by Zoom Web ID 

Number 880 4672 5264 (further instructions for accessing by zoom are below), regarding certain proposed 

amendments to the Needham Zoning By-Law to be considered by the 2024 Annual Town Meeting.  

 

To view and participate in this virtual meeting on your phone, download the “Zoom Cloud Meetings” 

app in any app store or at www.zoom.us. At the above date and time, click on “Join a Meeting” and 

enter the following Meeting ID: 880 4672 5264 

 

To view and participate in this virtual meeting on your computer, at the above date and time, go to 

www.zoom.us click “Join a Meeting” and enter the following ID: 880 4672 5264 

 

Or to Listen by Telephone: Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location):  

US: +1 312 626 6799 or +1 646 558 8656 or +1 301 715 8592 or +1 346 248 7799 or +1 669 900 9128 or 

+1 253 215 8782 Then enter ID: 880 4672 5264 

 

Direct Link to meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88046725264 

 

Members of the public attending this meeting virtually will be allowed to make comments if they wish to 

do so, during the portion of the hearing designated for public comment through Zoom or through calling 

in, or by attending the in-person meeting. 

 

Persons interested are encouraged to call the Planning Board office (781-455-7550) for more information.  

A copy of the complete text of the proposed articles are detailed below. The article designations given have 

been assigned by the Planning Board for identification purposes only.  An article number will subsequently 

be established by the Select Board for the Warrant.   

 

ARTICLE 1:  AMEND ZONING BY-LAW – AFFORDABLE HOUSING DISTRICT 

 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-Law as follows:  

 

1. In Section 2.1, Classes of Districts, by adding the following term and abbreviation under the subsection 

Residential:  

 

“AHD – Affordable Housing District” 

 

2. In Section 3, Use Regulations, by inserting a new Subsection 3.16, Affordable Housing District, to read 

as follows:  

PLANNING & COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
PLANNING DIVISION 

http://www.zoom.us/
http://www.zoom.us/
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“3.16 Affordable Housing District 

 

3.16.1  Purpose of District 

 

The purpose of the Affordable Housing District (hereinafter referred to as AHD) is to promote the 

health, safety, and general welfare of the community by encouraging the establishment of affordable 

housing units, while minimizing potential adverse impacts upon nearby residential and other properties.  

 

3.16.2 Scope of Authority 

 

The regulations of the Affordable Housing District shall govern all new construction, reconstruction, 

or expansion of new or existing buildings, and new or expanded uses. Provisions of Section 3.16 shall 

supersede those of Section 3.2 (Schedule of Use Regulations), Section 4.1.5 (Minimum Required Lot 

Width), Sections 4.2 through 4.11 (Dimensional Regulations) and Section 5.1.2 (Required Parking), 

except as otherwise specifically provided herein. The Planning Board shall be the permitting authority 

for any multi-family housing development in the AHD.  

 

3.16.3 Definitions 

 

For the purposes of this section and the Needham Zoning By-Law, the following words and phrases 

shall have the following meanings:  

 

a. AHD Project – a multi-family housing development of affordable housing units, as defined in 

Section 1.3 of this By-Law. 

 

b. Multi-family housing- a building with 3 or more residential dwelling units or 2 or more buildings 

on the same lot with more than 1 residential dwelling unit in each building. 

 

c. Site Plan Review – the Site Plan Review process as provided in Section 7.4 that an applicant must 

obtain for any AHD project. 

 

3.16.4 Allowed Uses  

 

The following uses may be constructed, maintained, and operated by right:  

 

a. AHD Projects, after completion of Site Plan Review as provided in Section 7.4. 

 

b. Accessory buildings and uses to the use allowed by right. 

 

3.16.5 Multiple Buildings in the Affordable Housing District 

 

More than one building may be located on a lot in the AHD as a matter of right, provided that each 

building and its uses complies with the requirements of Section 3.16 of this By-Law. 

 

3.16.6 Dimensional Regulations for AHD Projects in the Affordable Housing District 

 

a. Minimum Lot Area (Sq. Ft.): 20,000 SF 

 

b. Minimum Lot Frontage (Ft.): 150 FT 

 

c. Minimum Front Setback1 (Ft.): 40 FT 

 
1 The front setback shall be a landscaped, vegetative buffer area, except that driveway openings, sidewalks, walkways 

and screened mechanical equipment may be located in the buffer area. Additionally, parking areas may be located in 
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d. Minimum Side Setback2 (Ft.): 25 FT 

 

e. Minimum Rear Setback3 (Ft.): 25 FT 

 

f. Maximum Floor Area Ratio: .5 

 

g. Maximum Dwelling Units Per Acre: 25 

 

h. Maximum Lot Coverage: 20% 

 

i. Maximum Height4: 58 FT 

 

j. Maximum Number of Stories: 4 

 

3.16.7 Parking Requirements 

 

a. Notwithstanding anything in the By-Law to the contrary, for AHD Projects in the Affordable 

Housing District, the off-street parking requirement shall be .5 parking spaces per dwelling unit.  

 

b. For AHD Projects in the Affordable Housing District, the requirements of By-Law Section 5.1.3, 

Parking Plan and Design Requirements, shall apply.  

 

3.16.8 Site Plan Review 

 

a. Site plan review under Section 7.4 of the By-Law shall be completed by the Planning Board for 

any AHD Project prior to the filing of an application for a building permit.  

 

b. For AHD Projects the site plan review filing requirements shall be those set forth in the By-Law 

for Major Projects as defined in Section 7.4.2. 

 

c. The procedure for the conduct of site plan review for an AHD project shall be as set forth in Section 

7.4.4 of the By-Law.  

 

d. In conducting site plan review of an AHD project, the Planning Board shall consider the review 

criteria set forth in Section 7.4.6 of the By-Law.  

 

3. In Section 7.4 Site Plan Review, Subsection 7.4.2 Definitions, by adding a new paragraph after the 

paragraph defining MAJOR PROJECT, to read as follows: 

 
the buffer area, but must be set back at least 10 feet from the front lot line, which setback shall provide a landscaped 

buffer.  

 
2 Parking areas must be set back at least 5 feet from a side lot line. 

 
3 Parking areas must be set back at least 5 feet from a rear lot lin 

 

 
4 Structures erected on a building and not used for human occupancy, such as chimneys, heating-ventilation or air 

conditioning equipment, solar or photovoltaic panels, elevator housings, skylights, cupolas, spires and the like may 

exceed the maximum building height provided that no part of such structure shall project more than 15 feet above the 

maximum allowable building height, the total horizontal coverage of all such structures, except roof-mounted solar 

energy systems,  on the building does not exceed 25 percent, and all such structures are set back from the roof edge 

by a distance no less than their height. The Planning Board may require screening for such structures as it deems 

necessary. Notwithstanding the above height limitations, cornices and parapets may exceed the maximum building 

height provided they do not extend more than 5 feet above the highest point of the roof. 
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“In the Affordable Housing District, a MAJOR PROJECT shall be defined as any construction project 

which involves the construction of 10,000 or more square feet of gross floor area; or increase in gross 

floor area by 5,000 or more square feet; or any project which results in the creation of 25 or more off-

street parking spaces; or any project that results in any new curb- or driveway-cut.”  

 

4. In Section 7.4 Site Plan Review, Subsection 7.4.2 Definitions, by adding a new paragraph after the 

paragraph defining MINOR PROJECT, to read as follows: 

 

 “In the Affordable Housing District, a MINOR PROJECT shall be defined as any construction project 

which involves the construction of more than 5,000 but less than 10,000 square feet gross floor area; 

or an increase in gross floor area such that the total gross floor area after the increase is 5,000 or more 

square feet – and the project cannot be defined as a MAJOR PROJECT.” 

 

ARTICLE 2: AMEND ZONING BY-LAW – MAP CHANGE FOR AFFORDABLE HOUSING 

DISTRICT 

 

To see if the Town will vote to amend the Zoning By-Law by amending the Zoning Map as follows: 

 

Place in the Affordable Housing District all that land now zoned Single Residence B and General Residence 

lying east of Linden Street, comprising parcels 23 and 24, on Assessors Map No. 133, parcel 41 on 

Assessors Map No. 134, and parcel 13 on Assessors Plan No. 45.  Said land is bounded and described as 

follows:  

 

Beginning at a concrete bound at the northwesterly corner of the property, on the easterly side of Linden 

Street; Thence, S 83° 26' 20" E for a distance of 107.02 feet to an iron rod; Thence, S 82° 15' 50" E for a 

distance of 87.89 feet to a concrete bound; Thence, S 08° 56' 11" W for a distance of 328.80 feet to a point; 

Thence, S 42° 44' 39" E for a distance of 159.58 feet to a point; Thence, S 23° 11' 00" W for a distance of 

275.88 feet to a point; Thence, S 14° 57' 44" W for a distance of 199.48 feet to a point; Thence, S 86° 04' 

45" E for a distance of 59.86 feet to a point; Thence, S 88° 37' 00" E for a distance of 37.49 feet to a point; 

Thence, S 86° 19' 44" E for a distance of 140.96 feet to a point; Thence, S 86° 19' 44" E for a distance of 

26.25 feet to a point; Thence, along a curve turning to the right, having a radius of 2817.93 feet, a distance 

of 716.25 feet to a point; Thence, S 37° 38' 40" W for a distance of 530.86 feet to a point; Thence, N 52° 

24' 02" W for a distance of 175.47 feet to a point; Thence, N 74° 08' 46" W for a distance of 39.96 feet to 

a point; Thence, N 21° 18' 16" E for a distance of 70.00 feet to a point; Thence, N 72° 56' 42" E for a 

distance of 165.00 feet to a point; Thence, N 59° 35' 49" E for a distance of 116.66 feet to a point; Thence, 

N 40° 49' 41" E for a distance of 118.66 feet to a point; Thence, N 21° 56' 08" E for a distance of 118.67 

feet to a point; Thence, N 02° 41' 11" E for a distance of 122.65 feet to a point; Thence, N 09° 25' 32" W 

for a distance of 271.23 feet to a point; Thence, N 43° 37' 54" E for a distance of 103.44 feet to a point; 

Thence, N 20° 01' 11" E for a distance of 112.07 feet to a point; Thence, N 86° 04' 45" W for a distance of 

22.72 feet to a point; Thence, N 78° 30' 10" W for a distance of 108.86 feet to a point; Thence, N 10° 27' 

40" E for a distance of 823.79 feet to a point; Thence N 08° 57' 40" E a distance of 71.55 feet to the point 

of beginning. 

Said parcel contains four hundred seventy-nine thousand two hundred fifty-four square feet more or less 

(479,254± S.F.) 

Or take any other action relative thereto. 

 

Interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearing and make their views known to the Planning 

Board. This legal notice is also posted on the Massachusetts Newspaper Publishers Association’s (MNPA) 

website at (http://masspublicnotices.org/). 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Needham Hometown Weekly, February 1, 2024 and February 8, 2024. 

http://masspublicnotices.org/

