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INITIAL ELIGIBILITY PROJECT APPLICATION FORM

DUE BY DECEMBER 1

TOWN OF NEEDHAM
COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE
c/o Park & Recreation Department
500 Dedham Avenue, Town Hall
Needham, MA 02492
www.needhamma.gov/CPC

1. Applicant: Needham Public Schools and Needham Submission Date: 11/15/16
Board of Selectmen

2. Applicant’'s Address, Phone Number and Email: 3. Purpose:
(Please select all that apply)

1330 Highland Avenue
Needham MA 02492

Open Space
Community Housing
Historic Preservation
Recreation

EL0E

Contact Name:
Dan Gutekanst & Kate Fitzpatrick

4. Project Name: Hillside School Walking Trails
5. Project Location/Address/Ownership (Control):

Central Avenue, site of former Owens' Poultry Farm and lands under License with the Town of
Wellesley (a.k.a. Wellesley Water Lands)

6. Amount Requested: $ 210,000
7. Estimated Total Project Cost (/f Different). $ $210,000
8. Critical Dates: (/f Applicable)

Survey and all phases of Design/Project Funding Year: FY18 (May 2017 ATM.) Construction: FY
18 through FY19. Completion: FY20 - timed prior to September 2019 opening date of new school.

- continued -
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Project Name: Hillside School Walking Trails

9. Project Summary: In 100 words or less provide a brief summary of the project:

This is a project to construct a trail walk behind the new Hillside School to be constructed on
Central Avenue. All or a portion of this project will be constructed on land owned by the Town of
Wellesley, but which has been licensed to the Town of Needham for this purpose. This project,
along with another project to design and build a playing field and adjacent walkways on the
licensed land, are considered separate, but parallel projects to the Hillside School building project.

The PPBC is working with Parks and Recreation and the Conservation Department to explore
opportunities to have some of the walking trails on the Wellesley-owned land constructed by the
Student Conservation Association (SCA) (www.thesca.org/ ) in a project similar to those constructed
in recent summers at Ridge Hill. If this is possible, the construction may be able to start as early as
the summer of 2017.

10. Community Need: In 100 words or less provide a brief statement of the need for and

the benefits to the community.

The project is conceived as a component of the overall design of the Hillside School. The Central
Avenue site abuts an expansive conservation area to the west toward Wellesley, including woods
on the northwest side of the property, all of which offer a scenic, picturesque and attractive school
setting. The design intent is to take full advantage of these natural areas for instructional
purposes. Students will have opportunities to engage the water’s edge and the habitats that exist
there for the collection, examination and identification of native plant, animal and insect species.

In addition, a nature trail is envisioned winding across a walkway or bridge beyond the former hen
house through the hill at the back of the property. The trail will provide an overlook of the wetlands
and could serve as an outdoor classroom for the school.

Note: This application enables the Community Preservation Committee to review the
request to assess eligibility. You shall be notified by January 1 of your eligibility. If eligible
you will be requested to supply additional information by February 1.
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